
 

  

MINUTES 
The Center Point City Council met in a rescheduled Regular Session on Thursday, January 25th, 
2024, at 6:00 pm at the City Hall Council Chambers, 200 Franklin Street.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Mayor Traer Morgan presided.  
 
Council members present were John Stuelke (virtual), Nathan Schnell, Melissa McLaughlin, 
Alicia Thomas, Mike LeClere. 
 
M/S Mclaughlin/LeClere To approve consent agenda. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0  

CLAIMS REPORT    

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 
CHECK 
DATE 

AETNA BEHAVIORAL HEALTH        BENEFITS                          $39.42 1/23/2024 
ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                      $10,409.06 1/23/2024 
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES        PW OFFICE SUPPLIES                $114.37 1/23/2024 
CITY OF CENTRAL CITY           2024 Q2 MEALS ON WHEELS           $3,954.12 1/23/2024 
THE CORNER STORE               FIRE STATION FUEL                 $140.00 1/23/2024 
JACOB DELARM                   FIRE DEPT STIPENDS                $140.66 1/10/2024 
ECICOG                         CDBG-DR GRANT                     $8,250.00 1/23/2024 
EDGE COMMUNICATIONS            FAX SERVICES                      $23.00 1/23/2024 
HENDERSON PRODUCTS, INC.       SNOW PLOW REPAIR                  $4,709.87 1/23/2024 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE       FED/FICA TAX                      $5,869.08 1/19/2024 
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN       GARNISHMENT                       $171.23 1/19/2024 
IPERS                          IPERS- REGULAR                    $4,320.16 1/19/2024 
JOSEPH DIGHTON                 MAILBOX DAMAGE SNOW REMOVAL       $100.00 1/23/2024 
KOCH OFFICE GROUP              COPIER FEES                       $67.54 1/23/2024 
LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE INS      LIFE INSURANCE                    $394.11 1/23/2024 
LINN CO-OP OIL COMPANY         DYED DIESEL                       $1,172.30 1/23/2024 
LINN COUNTY PLANNING & DE      RENTAL INSPECTION 10/01-12/31     $75.00 1/23/2024 
LINN COUNTY RURAL ELECTRI      ELECTRIC                          $4,742.58 1/23/2024 
MICROSOFT                      MICROSOFT 365 FOR FIRE            $450.00                                                                                                       
SKYLINE SALT SOLUTIONS         TREATED SALT                      $4,796.05 1/23/2024 
TARA'S TIP TOP CLEANING        CITY HALL CLEANING                $125.00 1/23/2024 
TREASURER/STATE                STATE TAX                         $1,584.46 1/19/2024 
WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                                                                                                                                             
Accounts Payable Total           $51,648.01  
Invoices: Paid                   $51,198.01  
Invoices: Scheduled              $450.00  
Payroll Checks                      $19,449.08  
***** REPORT TOTAL *****         $71,097.09  
GENERAL FUND                      $31,455.43  



 

  

ROAD USE TAX FUND                 $9,994.57  
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND            $238.10  
CDBG MUSTANG LN APARTMENT         $8,250.00  
WATER FUND                        $8,501.42  
SEWER FUND                        $12,509.89  
SOLID WASTE                       $147.68  
TOTAL FUNDS                       $71,097.09  

Law Enforcement Report: The Linn County Sheriff's Office reported 35 calls for service between 
1/9/2024 and 1/23/2024. The 91 required hours were met.  
 
Citizen Comment: None 
Public Hearing: None  
 
Petitions and Communications: 
M/S Schnell/McLaughlin  To table Pam Fishell, 415 Main Street Sewer Waiver Request. 
Pam was not present.  
 
Administrator Taylor provided the council with an update on the Board of Adjustments variance 
denial for corner lot setbacks at 108 Main Street.  A concrete slab for a garage was poured without 
a permit, the slab does not meet the 25’ setbacks on one side.  Lori Turner, the property owner 
requested to be placed on the agenda for council to review the denial and send it back for 
reconsideration by the Board. Turner’s contractor for the property owner explained to council 
that the section is about 11ft x 11ft triangle slab, that they are not planning on putting a building 
on it, it will be used for parking or patio. LeClere asked why the Board denied this, Taylor said 
that there are 4 hardships that need to be met for a variance to be approved, and this property 
only had 1 hardship. The contractor said that cutting this corner off will destroy the integrity of 
the slab and be costly. LeClere said that they cannot tell the Board what to do but would like 
them to reconsider it.  
M/S LeClere/Schnell   To send the denied variance back to the Board of Adjustment 
for reconsideration. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0. 
 
Luke Maloney & Veronica Lujan, Linn County Planning and Development provided the council 
with an update on the downtown building inspection progress. There are 5 properties that were 
discussed, 3 of the properties have not complied with the requirements.  The council discussed 
the properties in depth with Maloney.  The city will work with Linn County on moving forward 
on citations for the 3 properties that are out of compliance.   
 
Danny Vanderveer, 901 Main St. requested an extension for his property that is out of 
compliance. He stated that he did not receive the letters right away and is currently working with 
a structural engineer. Code states to send last known address, county did make corrections for 
the first letter that was mailed to the 901 Main Street address.  Administrator Taylor discussed 



 

  

the extensions with the City Attorney, the City Attorney recommended that we continue working 
with the County and not grant extensions. Property owners can continue to work on the building 
while this is in litigation, and if all requirements are met the city can withdraw.  
M/S McLaughlin/Schnell  To deny the extension request for repairs and engineering 
from Danny Vandaver for the property at 901 Main Street. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0.  
 
Administrator Taylor provided the council with a timeline on Batcheler property at 810 Main 
Street, they have never received any communication from her till the extension for compliance 
was requested.  
M/S Schnell/LeClere   To deny the extension request for repairs and engineering 
from Angela Batcheler for the property at 810 Main Street.  Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0. 
 
City Department Reports were reviewed. Garbage cans have arrived, they are going to set up a 
time for residents to pick them up, please look for updates on Facebook. The public works 
department has been working long hours, they have had 3 water main breaks in 2 days, and they 
are continuing to work on snow removal.  
Parks Director Anderson said that basketball camp has ended, and it was a great success, he 
wants to add 1st and 2nd grade next year.   Anderson announced that he will be adding a 3rd 
through 6th tackle football program also.  The plans for the ball field lights are coming together 
well and he hopes to have one lit up before spring. Anderson said that he is asking for donations 
still for the dog park, he wants to have money for repairs, equipment, and possibly putting in a 
water line. Anderson has been interviewing for summer help and has hired a few candidates, and 
some are returning from last year.  The parks and recreation commission are on a stall right now, 
he is recruiting and having no luck, he had 3 members term end and is down to 2 members now.  
Fire Chief Felton said that he has met with 3 contractors on the maintenance bay build out, he 
was inquiring about the permits and working with Taylor on figuring that out. He said that he 
would like to have the shop area done before the grand opening, so residents can see the 
complete look of the station.  
Clerk Tritle explained the upcoming budget and the submittal to the county so they can send 
letters to the residents. We are looking at a decrease in city taxes from 13.80 to 13.63. Staff is 
trying to keep the budgets comparable to last year, as we don’t know what we are facing with the 
legislation in the upcoming years.  
 
New Business:  
M/S Schnell/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-03. A resolution to appoint 
Cameron Erickson to the Planning and Zoning Commission effective 01/24/2024 to replace 
Brendan Chase with a term end date of 04/24/2028. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: LeClere, Schnell, McLaughlin, Thomas, Stuelke  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  



 

  

 Absent: None  
 
Clerk Tritle provided an overview of the wastewater collection system reroute improvements 
project and the remaining funds. A portion of the funds was from local option sales tax and the 
staff discussed using the remaining LOST portion for the Street Resurfacing Project. The remining 
funds staff discussed investing in a CD for profit to be used towards the purchase of a new dump 
truck.  
M/S  Schnell/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-04.  A resolution to approve 
transfers from the wastewater collection system reroute improvements to Public Works Capital 
Equipment and to Street Resurfacing project. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Schnell, Stuelke, Thomas, LeClere, McLaughlin 
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
M/S  Schnell/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-05. A resolution to approve 
opening of a new CD with WWCSRI fund balance and sewer fund balance. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Stuelke, Thomas, LeClere, McLaughlin, Schnell  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
Old Business: None 
Citizen Comment: None 
Council Comment: None 
Mayor’s Report: None 
 
M/S McLaughlin/Schnell To Adjourn the meeting at 7:23 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 
Absent: 0 
 
 
         __________________________________ 
         Traer Morgan, Mayor  
 
_____________________________________ 
Sarah Tritle, City Clerk/Finance Director 


