
 

  

 
MINUTES 

The Center Point City Council met in a Regular Session on Tuesday, February 13rd, 2024, at 6:00 pm at the 
City Hall Council Chambers, 200 Franklin Street.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Mayor Traer Morgan presided.  
 
Council present was John Stuelke, Mike LeClere, Nathan Schnell, Melissa McLaughlin, Alicia Thomas (virtual).  
 
M/S McLaughlin/LeClere  To approve consent agenda. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0  

CLAIMS REPORT     

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 
CHECK 
# 

CHECK 
DATE 

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES        LITTLE LEAGUE                     $3,341.71  52284 2/13/2024 

AMY BRUNNER                    
24 WAKEMA RENTAL CANCEL 
REFUND    $175.00  52285 2/13/2024 

CEDAR RIVER INK                BILLING@CEDARRIVERINK.COM         $543.00  52286 2/13/2024 
CENTER POINT AUTO PARTS        PW SUPPLIES                       $251.00  52287 2/13/2024 
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP            PLOW BOLT                         $67.60  52288 2/13/2024 
DAN'S OVERHEAD DOORS 1         GARAGE DOOR SERVICE               $191.13  52289 2/13/2024 
DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA           DENTAL INSURANCE                  $1,101.96  1658 2/1/2024 
DELTA VISION                   DELTA VISION                      $70.40  1659 2/1/2024 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP           2ND CP ASSTDLVNG MUSTNGLN TIF     $7,500.00  52290 2/13/2024 
ECICOG                         CDBG-DR GRANT                     $3,112.50  52291 2/13/2024 
EDGE COMMUNICATIONS            FAX SERVICES                      $23.00  52292 2/13/2024 
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES        FIRE WATER BOTTLES                $1,101.72  1652 2/13/2024 
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT SYSTEMS       BENEFITS ADMIN                    $178.30  1655 2/1/2024 
FEHR GRAHAM ENGINEERING &      WWTP                              $1,352.50  52293 2/13/2024 
FIRE SERVICE TRAINING BUR      DALT STENDER DAV STEND ORTEGA     $500.00  52294 2/13/2024 
THE GAZETTE                    PUBLICATIONS                      $133.22  52295 2/13/2024 
GWorks                         FRONT DESK USERS 50 USERS         $371.00  52296 2/13/2024 
HEALTHIEST YOU                 HEALTHIEST YOU BENEFIT            $94.50  52297 2/13/2024 
HEARTLAND SHREDDING INC.       SHREDDING SERVICES                $40.00  52298 2/13/2024 
IA DEPT OF REVENUE AND FI      SEWER AND WATER EXCISE TAX        $633.77  1653 2/7/2024 
IA DEPT OF REVENUE AND FI      SEWER AND WATER EXCISE TAX        $1,777.78  1654 2/7/2024 
INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY      SERVER MAINTENANCE                $1,523.62  52299 2/13/2024 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE       FED/FICA TAX                      $5,909.24  1646 2/2/2024 
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN       GARNISHMENT                       $171.23  1645 2/2/2024 
IOWA SOCIETY OF FIRE SERVICE   2024 FIRE INSTRUCTOR CONFERENC    $140.00  52300 2/13/2024 
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY          ISU TREASURER'S OFFICE            $249.00  52301 2/13/2024 
IPERS                          IPERS- REGULAR                    $4,380.06  1644 2/2/2024 
JETCO                          WATER VFDS                        $17,855.00  52302 2/13/2024 
JT&S                           SNOW REMOVAL SEWER PLANT          $400.00  52303 2/13/2024 



 

  

KALA LIEBE                     
24 WAKEMA RENTAL DEPOSIT 
REFND    $100.00  52304 2/13/2024 

LEAF                           COPIER LEASE                      $79.00  52305 2/13/2024 
LINN CO-OP OIL COMPANY         1ST ST WATER PLANT                $3,959.55  52306 2/13/2024 
LINN COUNTY TREASURER          LOCAL ELECTION CITY PRIMARY 23    $2,003.91  52307 2/13/2024 
LINN COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH      2024 RENEWAL APP FEE CONCESSIO    $150.00  52308 2/13/2024 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF            POLICE SERVICES                   $10,920.00  52309 2/13/2024 
LINN NEWS-LETTER               SUBSCRIPTION                      $136.17  52310 2/13/2024 
LOWE'S                         DOG PARK MATERIALS                $545.96  1651 2/13/2024 
MEARDON, SUEPPEL & DOWNER      CITY ATTORNEY FEES                $925.00  52311 2/13/2024 
MICROBAC LABORATORIES, INC     WATER TESTING                     $1,675.30  52312 2/13/2024 
MICROSOFT                      MICROSOFT 365 FOR FIRE            $450.00                                                                                                                 
DANIEL MOUCHKA                 BOOTS UNIFORM                     $219.64  52313 2/13/2024 
POLLUTION CONTROL SYSTEMS 
INC  PUMP PW                           $1,463.00  52314 2/13/2024 
RA LABS PROPERTIES LLC         LIFT RENTAL                       $1,600.00  52315 2/13/2024 
RUDD SANITATION INC            JAN24 GARBAGE SERIVE 01/01-31     $13,646.00  52316 2/13/2024 

SHELLY SAUER                   
24 WAKEMA RENTAL DEPOSIT 
REFND    $100.00  52317 2/13/2024 

SKY FORD CHRYSLER              VEHICLE MAINTAINENCE              $345.49  52318 2/13/2024 
DAVID STENDER                  LODGING MILEAGE TRAINING          $455.74  52319 2/13/2024 
STOREY KENWORTHY               SUPPLIES                          $1,904.28  52320 2/13/2024 
TARA'S TIP TOP CLEANING        CITY HALL CLEANING                $290.00  52321 2/13/2024 
ALICIA THOMAS                  FIRE DEPARTMENT                   $100.99  52322 2/13/2024 
TITAN MACHINERY                PW EQUIPMENT SERVICE              $4,934.85  52323 2/13/2024 
TRIONFO SOLUTIONS, LLC         BENEFTIS ADMINTRATOR              $63.76  1656 2/8/2024 
NEC CLOUD COMM. AMERICA        PHONE SYSTEMS                     $269.24  1660 2/1/2024 
US CELLULAR                    PHONE                             $374.47  52324 2/13/2024 
USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    $363.78  52325 2/13/2024 
WATER SOLUTIONS UNLIMITED      WATER CHEMICALS                   $829.88  52326 2/13/2024 
WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                        $15,213.50  1657 2/1/2024 
WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                        $15,213.50                                                                                                                 
Accounts Payable Total           $116,307.75    
Invoices: Paid                   $115,857.75    
Invoices: Scheduled              $450.00    
Payroll Checks                      $512,360.23    
***** REPORT TOTAL *****         $628,667.98    
GENERAL FUND                      $364,145.46    
ROAD USE TAX FUND                 $51,767.74    
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND            $7,015.96    
CDBG MUSTANG LN APARTMENT         $3,112.50    
WATER FUND                        $96,494.93    
SEWER FUND                        $88,459.03    
SEWER FACILITY PROJECT            $1,352.50    
SOLID WASTE                       $16,319.86    



 

  

TOTAL FUNDS                       $628,667.98    
 
January’s Treasurer Report:  

Funds Expenses  Revenues 
General Fund $126,889.93 $87,662.46 
Road Use  $15,687.09 $30,191.32 
Employee Benefits $14,277.18 $1,884.71 
Emergency Fund $0.00 $264.31 
LOST $0.00 $34,882.91 
TIF $0.00 $2,538.22 
Debt Service $900.00 $3,102.00 
Capital Projects $16,200.00 $95,661.60 
Perpetual Care Trust $0.00 $4.01 
Water $22,976.28 $31,705.31 
Sewer   $399,275.53 $632,687.87 
Solid Waste $14,029.44 $16,038.48 
Storm Water $249.00 $5,419.18 
Totals  $610,484.45 $942,042.38 
Beginning Balance $9,430,946.98  
Outstanding 
Liabilities $297.50  
Ending Balance  $9,762,802.41  

 
Law Enforcement Report: Linn County Sheriff reported there were 66 calls for service between 1/14/2024 and 
2/13/2024. The 91 required hours were met. Officers were asked for more traffic enforcement along Lewis 
Access Road for speeding. 
 
Citizen Comment: None 
Public Hearing: None  
Petitions and Communications: 
There was no Citizen Input on the FY2025 Budget.  
 
M/S  Schnell/Stuelke To approve Ace Concrete request for sewer reduction to the average on 
January bill. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0  
M/S Schnell/McLaughlin To approve Nelson Cabinets request for sewer reduction to the average on 
January bill.  Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 
Discussion was held amongst the city council regarding sewer waiver requests, council asked administration to 
put together a proposed policy or concept on how to reduce the amount of these we are seeing on the agenda.  
 
Paula Freeman-Brown addressed the Council regarding the speed limits and safety on Lewis Access Road. 
Freeman-Brown said that when she was Mayor and discussion was held about the development of Mustang 
Lane traffic concerns was never discussed, now with the assisted living center and a 42-unit apartment complex 
the speed limit through the area should be reviewed.  The speed limit was formerly 35 mph in that area and 



 

  

residents complained so the council increased it to 45 mph, this was before the developments. Speeding has 
increased in that area along with traffic due to the Mustang Lane developments. Freeman-Brown said she could 
see benefits in moving the 35 mph out past the Assisted Living Center. Council Member Stuelke asked staff to 
set the speed camera out there to observe some data on what speeds people are going, eventually with the 
apartments this is going to be a very busy area and the only access in is Mustang Lane, he asked for the data to 
be put on the next agenda. Engineer Wicks was present to give engineering technical standpoint, he said that 
common practice to base it on rural area, he said Council can set the speed limit at whatever they choose. Wicks 
said that the city does have funding for a traffic study, and that could be done before a speed limit change, so 
we don’t keep changing speeds. Lower speeds have been proven that it will not reduce accidents but will 
reduce the severity of the accidents. Mayor Morgan asked if there is a study done are they going to take into 
consideration a full apartment complex (94-units), Wicks said yes, the study will take in all future 
developments in that area.  Schnell asked if there is a decrease in the speed limit the city should work with the 
County to reduce speed outside corporate limits, so traffic is slower coming into town.  
 
Lori Prucha, Rudd Sanitation presented council with the Linn County Solid Waste Agency pricing updates.  As 
of July 1, 2024 recycling is increasing from $95 to $110 per ton, and garbage is increasing from $41 to $45 per 
ton. These increases will have an impact on our residents’ rates.  Prucha’s said that Linn County towns are 
considering removing recycling.  If we were to remove recycling our rates would increase $0.50 per month, and 
residents could set out two 35-gallon cans of garbage if we choose to keep recycling the increase will $1.50, with 
one 35-gallon can of trash and unlimited recycling. Brian Prucha met with the Linn County Landfill, and they 
informed him that this is the last year of the contract with Republic Recycling, which hauls the recycling out of 
Linn County, the Landfill does not know what to expect after next year.  Linn County residents currently can 
recycle for free if they take it to the landfill. Administrator Taylor asked what exactly gets recycled, Prucha said 
Rudd pulls 3 tons of recycling out of Center Point a week, but cannot guarantee what happens to it after the 
landfill, if it is not clean, etc. Prucha wanted to present this to the Council so they can discuss and decide on 
what they want to do by July 1, 2024.  Administrator Taylor said that recycling is dying, there is no commodity 
for it, and he recently read that only 5% of things that get thrown in the recycling are recycled. Schnell said that 
he would like to see us continue recycling. LeClere asked if we could do a survey to find out what the residents 
would like to see.  
 
City Department Reports were reviewed. Administrator Taylor provided updates on the downtown buildings, 
solar quotes, and the upcoming Fire Station township meeting, and the old fire station building.  
Public Works Director Shoop said they are still catching up from January they have a walk through with Staab 
for the WWTP to finalize the project. 
Library Director Cook-Walters provided the council with the January stats, they were lower than usual due to 
being closed for 4 days for weather.  Deanna Pillard has been decorating the library building and doing a 
wonderful job and she is also going to set the library up with an Instagram account. 
Fire Chief Felton said that he is working on getting bids for the shop area and waiting on Peak to complete the 
punch list at the Fire Station.   
Clerk Tritle reported that Linn County Newsletter closed, and she is going to proceed using the Gazette for 
publications, if the Linn newsletter is bought out, we will return to them, but she will wait till after budget 
publications. Setting the public hearing for water rate increases is on the agenda, with an increase in chemicals, 
utilities and staffing we are looking to increase rates 4% every fiscal year.  Sewer rates will not change in FY25, 
we are waiting to finalize the WWTP SRF Loan to determine what the payments of the loan will be and the 
impact it will have on the budget. Also, a reminder that City Council will meet on 3/26/2024 at 5:30 pm in a 
special session to hold the public hearing for the Proposed Tax Levy for FY2025, no other action can be taken at 



 

  

this meeting.  
 
New Business:  
M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-06.  A resolution to reappoint Mark 
George to the Board of Adjustments.  

Roll Call:  
 Aye: Stuelke, LeClere, McLaughlin, Schnell, Thomas  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
M/S  Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-07.  A resolution to set a public hearing for 
the first reading of Ordinance #511 – An Ordinance regarding changes made to Chapter 92 Water Rates, the 
hearing will be set for the 27th day of February 2024. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: LeClere, Schnell, Thomas, McLaughlin, Stuelke 
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
M/S  Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-08.  A resolution to approve seasonal 
employees and wages.  
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Schnell, McLaughlin, LeClere, Stuelke, Thomas  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None 
  
M/S  Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-09.  A resolution to approve annual review 
and pay increase for Public Works Laborer Mouchka.  
Roll Call:  
 Aye: McLaughlin, Stuelke, Schnell, Thomas, LeClere  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
M/S  Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-10. A resolution to approve annual review 
and pay increase for Public Works/Parks Technician Dougherty.  
Roll Call:  
 Aye: LeClere, Schnell, Thomas, Stuelke, McLaughlin  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None 
 Absent: None 
 
M/S  Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-11.  A resolution to set a public hearing for 
the first reading of Ordinance #512- An Ordinance regarding changes to the Chapter 160 Floodplain 



 

  

Management will be set for the 27th day of February 2024. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Thomas, Stuelke, LeClere, McLaughlin, Schnell 
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
M/S  Stuelke/Schnell   To enter into Closed Session at 6:54 pm pursuant to Iowa Code Section 
21.5(1)(j) to discuss the sale of particular real estate.  
Roll Call:  
 Aye: LeClere, McLaughlin, Schnell, Stuelke, Thomas  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None 
 Absent: None 
M/S Stuelke/Schnell to enter into open session at 7:00 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 
 
 
Old Business: 
Council Input on FY2025 Budget. Stuelke asked to consider city wide cameras.  
 
Citizen Comment: None 
Council Comment: None 
Mayor’s Report: None 
 
M/S  Stuelke/Schnell To Adjourn the meeting at 7:00pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 
 
 
 
 
 
         ____________________________________ 
         Traer Morgan, Mayor   
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Sarah Tritle, City Clerk/Finance Director 
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