
 

  

MINUTES 
The Center Point City Council met in a Regular Session on Tuesday, February 27rd, 2024, at 
6:00 pm at the City Hall Council Chambers, 200 Franklin Street.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Mayor Traer Morgan presided. 
 
Council members present were John Stuelke, Mike LeClere, Nathan Schnell, Melissa McLaughlin, 
and Alicia Thomas.  
 
M/S McLaughlin/LeClere To approve consent agenda. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 
Absent: 0 
 

CLAIMS REPORT     
VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT CHECK # CHECK DATE 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                      $9,291.57 52334 2/27/2024 

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES        FIRE DEPT TOOLS                   $500.24 52335 2/27/2024 

CENTER POINT FOODS             FATHER DAUGHTER SUPPLIES          $42.87 52336 2/27/2024 

D&S ELECTRIC MOTOR REPAIR      PW MAINTENANCE                    $141.25 52337 2/27/2024 

W.S. DARLEY & CO.              TURNOUT GEAR                      $874.82 52338 2/27/2024 

ECICOG                         CDBG-DR GRANT                     $9,112.50 52339 2/27/2024 

ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES        TRITLE IIMC CONFERENCE REGIST     $2,799.87 1680 2/27/2024 

FELD FIRE                      FIRE DEPT EQUIP                   $65.00 52340 2/27/2024 

THE GAZETTE                    PUBLICATIONS                      $173.05 52341 2/27/2024 

GRAINGER                       PUMP TRUCK 146 MAINT              $662.02 52342 2/27/2024 

HEARTLAND SHREDDING INC.       SHREDDING SERVICES                $40.00 52343 2/27/2024 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE       FED/FICA TAX                      $5,638.63 1670 2/16/2024 

INTERSTATE GRAIN SERVICE       STRAW BALES FOR MAIN ST. HOLID    $84.00 52344 2/27/2024 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN       GARNISHMENT                       $171.23 1669 2/16/2024 

IOWA PARKS & RECREATION        SHOOP POOL SCHOOL                 $175.00 52345 2/27/2024 

IPERS                          IPERS- REGULAR                    $4,236.72 1667 2/16/2024 

LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE INS      LIFE INSURANCE                    $394.11 52346 2/27/2024 

LINN COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH      OPENBURNPERMIT 93230              $25.00 52347 2/27/2024 

LINN COUNTY RURAL ELECTRI      ELECTRIC                          $4,846.22 52348 2/27/2024 

LL PELLING COMPANY INC         PREMIX                            $276.15 52349 2/27/2024 

LOWE'S                         SEWER MISC PURHCASES              $106.68 1681 2/27/2024 

MICROSOFT                      MICROSOFT SUBSCR                  $175.58 52350 2/27/2024 

MICROSOFT                      MICROSOFT 365 FOR FIRE            $450.00                                                                                                                

OFFICE OF AUDITOR OF STAT      AUDIT 2024                        $21,137.85 52351 2/27/2024 

RICHARD ORTEGA                 FIREMAN STIPENDS                  $92.50 52352 2/27/2024 

PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL FINAN      POSTAGE MACHINE RENTAL            $170.43 52353 2/27/2024 

POST GENERAL SERVICES LLC      FORD AVE PUMPHOUSE REPAIR         $900.00 52354 2/27/2024 

POSTED PRINTING                GOLF CART FLAGS                   $85.00 52355 2/27/2024 



 

  

REECE ELECTRIC                 FROUND STRG PUMPS                 $1,348.35 52356 2/27/2024 

SAM'S CLUB/SYNCHRONY BANK      SUPPLIES                          $9.98 1682 2/27/2024 

TARA'S TIP TOP CLEANING        CITY HALL CLEANING                $455.00 52357 2/27/2024 

TITAN MACHINERY                CASE REPAIR                       $178.50 52358 2/27/2024 

TREASURER/STATE                STATE TAXES                       $1,622.18 1668 2/16/2024 

SARAH TRITLE                   IIMC CONFER AIRFARE REIMB         $611.88 52359 2/27/2024 

TRUCK COUNTRY OF IOWA          VEHICLE MAINTENANCE               $160.36 52360 2/27/2024 

TUTS                           VEHICLE MAINTENANCE               $427.88 52361 2/27/2024 

USA BLUEBOOK                   WATER CHEMICALS                   $510.83 52362 2/27/2024 

WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                                                                                                                                                      

Accounts Payable Total           $67,993.25   
Invoices: Paid                   $67,543.25   
Invoices: Scheduled              $450.00   
Payroll Checks                      $19,176.39   
***** REPORT TOTAL *****         $87,169.64   
GENERAL FUND                      $52,442.03   
ROAD USE TAX FUND                 $3,817.89   
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND            $215.13   
CDBG MUSTANG LN APARTMENT         $9,112.50   
WATER FUND                        $9,377.66   
SEWER FUND                        $12,014.95   
SOLID WASTE                       $189.48   
TOTAL FUNDS                       $87,169.64   

 
Law Enforcement Report: The Linn County Sheriff's Office reported 48 calls for service between 
2/13/2024 and 2/27/2024. The 91 required hours was met.  
 
Citizen Comment: None   
 
Public Hearing:  
The Public Hearing for Ordinance #511 Water Rates was opened at 6:01 pm. There were no 
citizen comments, and none were received in the Clerk’s office. Council Comments: Council 
Member Schnell stated that he is not comfortable with the 4% increase for 8 years. He said that 
once we pass the ordinance then it is set at that and will continue to add up, and he would like to 
see different examples such as up front increase. Discussion was held between Council and staff 
in regards to the fund balance and operating expenses.  The Public Hearing was closed at 6:14 
pm. 
M/S  Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve first reading of Ordinance #511 Water Rates. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: LeClere, Stuelke, McLaughlin, Thomas 
 Nay: Schnell  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  



 

  

 
The Public Hearing for Ordinance #512 Floodplain Management was opened at 6:14 pm. There 
were no citizen comments, and none were received in the Clerk’s Office. The Public Hearing was 
closed at 6:15 pm.  
M/S Stuelke/McLauglin  To approve First Reading of Ordinance #512 – Floodplain 
Management. 
Roll Call:  

Aye: Stuelke, McLaughlin, Thomas, LeClere, Schnell 
Nay: None  
Abstention: None 
Absent: None 
 

Petitions and Communications: There was no Citizen Input on the FY2025 Budget 
City Department Reports were reviewed. Administrator Taylor presented Council with 
neighboring city’s sewer waiver policies; council directed Taylor to develop with administration 
staff a policy allowing staff to approve a waiver if resident can prove the water did not go down 
the sewer. 
An update on the former Fire Station demolition was provided, the interior tear down is almost 
complete and exterior should start in the spring.  
An updated was provided to Council about the meeting with State Representative Cindy Golding 
held at City Hall last Friday in regards to upcoming legislation.  
Taylor met with the developer of the apartments and they should be ready by September.  
 
Public Works Director Shoop provided council with traffic speed data from Lewis Access Drive, 
the average speed was 40 mph entering town and exiting town.  The study was done several 
different times during the day. The majority of the speeding is happening between Jones Storage 
and Ford Lane, in a  36 mph. There is a traffic study that will be done in the future in this area 
regarding safety and the upcoming development.  
 
Chief Felton said that they are trying to get everything straighten out at the station, and 
discussion will he held late on in the meeting in regards to the open house.  
 
New Business:  
M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-12.  A resolution to appoint Kyle 
Emery to the Board of Adjustments. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Stuelke, Schnell, Thomas, LeClere, McLaughlin 
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 



 

  

Discussion was held in regards to bids received and that Blue Creek would donate the remaining 
funds. The City of Center Point has a local bidder preference of 5% over $10,000. Administrator 
Taylor is going to get legal opinion on the matter, and council will meet to discuss in special 
session to approve a resolution.   
M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To TABLE Resolution 2024-13.  A resolution to approve bid and 
appoint contractor for Fire Station Shop buildout. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 
 
M/S Stuelke/LeClere To approve Resolution 2024-14. A resolution to hire and set pay for 
the Deputy City Clerk/Utility Clerk position.  
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Thomas, Stuelke, LeClere, McLaughlin, Schnell  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
Thomas said that they have developed a committee to discuss the Fire Station Grand Opening.  
They are waiting for the shop buildout to be completed so residents can view the station in its 
entirety. Tentative Grand Opening date is April 27th from 11:00am – 2:00pm. Raffle drawing will 
be held at 2:00pm.  They are considering a grill out, and going to reach out to local community 
groups for assistance. Council Member Stuelke reminded city staff to have city hall open at the 
same time for residents to view and an honoring of Marilyn Andersen and her contributions. 
 
Old Business: 
Council Input on FY2025 Budget, Stuelke would like to see city wide cameras. Schnell asked 
about downtown funding, advised that we have the lights budgeted for but what about 
sidewalks and solar panels. Asphalt the streets.  
 
M/S McLaughlin/LeClere To enter into Closed Session pursuant to Iowa Code Section 
21.5(1)(j) to discuss the sale of particular real estate at 6:52 pm.  
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Stuelke, McLaughlin, Schnell, LeClere, Thomas  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
M/S Stuelke/LeClere To enter into open session at 7:04 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 
Absent: 0 
 
Citizen Comment: None 
Council Comment: None 
Mayor’s Report: None 



 

  

 
M/S Stuelke/LeClere To Adjourn the meeting at 7:04 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 
Absent: 0 
 
 
 
         _________________________________ 
         Traer Morgan, Mayor  
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Sarah Tritle, City Clerk/Finance Director 
 
 
 


