
 

  

MINUTES 
The Center Point City Council met in a Regular Session on Tuesday, June 25th, 2024, at 6:00 pm 
at the City Hall Council Chambers, 200 Franklin Street.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Mayor Traer Morgan presided, council members present were John Stuelke, Mike LeClere, 
Nathan Schnell, Melissa McLaughlin, Alicia Thomas.  
 
M/S McLaughlin/LeClere To approve consent agenda. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 

CLAIMS REPORT     

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 
CHECK 
# CHECK DATE 

ALL SECURE                     TECH ADD-ON                       $161.69 52637 6/25/2024 
ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                      $7,040.03 52638 6/25/2024 
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES        CONSESSIONS                       $1,196.32 52639 6/25/2024 
AMERICAN EXPRESS               LIBRARY CREDIT CARD               $1,223.80 1814 6/25/2024 
BAKER & TAYLOR                 LIBRARY BOOKS DVDS                $1,200.31 52640 6/25/2024 
BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS       SUBSCRIPTION                      $16.00 52641 6/25/2024 
BRODART CO                     BOOKS                             $129.07 52642 6/25/2024 
CITY OF ELY                    NIXEL SERVICES                    $1,361.37 52643 6/25/2024 
THE CORNER STORE               FIRE STATION FUEL                 $164.75 52644 6/25/2024 
D & K PRODUCTS                 MAINT SUPPLIES                    $75.00 52645 6/25/2024 
ECICOG                         CDBG-DR GRANT                     $8,737.50 52646 6/25/2024 
ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES        TEAMSIDELINE SUBSCRIPTION         $1,733.01 1819 6/25/2024 
FOOD NETWORK MAGAZINE          SUBSCRIPTION                      $19.97 52647 6/25/2024 
GWorks                         ADDTITIONAL 50 USERS              $196.00 52648 6/25/2024 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE       FED/FICA TAX                      $6,853.71 1813 6/22/2024 
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN       GARNISHMENT                       $171.23 1812 6/22/2024 
IOWA LEAGUE OF CITIES          FY25 DUES                         $1,874.00 52649 6/25/2024 
IPERS                          IPERS- REGULAR                    $4,598.03 1810 6/22/2024 
JOHN MYERS CONSTRUCTION        FIRE STATION 30% PAYMENT          $4,901.34 52650 6/25/2024 
KARRS SEPTIC SERVICE           PORTABLE RESTROOMS                $200.00 52651 6/25/2024 
LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE INS      LIFE INSURANCE                    $396.94 52652 6/25/2024 
LINN CO-OP OIL COMPANY         FUEL                              $2,572.04 52653 6/25/2024 
LINN COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIF      PORK DAYS 2024                    $2,272.00 52654 6/25/2024 
LINN COUNTY RURAL ELECTRI      ELECTRIC                          $5,009.92 52655 6/25/2024 
LINN COUNTY TREASURER          BRIDGE INSPECTION                 $3,000.00 52656 6/25/2024 
LINN NEWS-LETTER               LEGAL PUBLICATIONS                $66.24 52657 6/25/2024 
LYNCH DALLAS, PC.              ATTORNEY FEES                     $1,187.50 52658 6/25/2024 
MENARDS - MARION               PW SUPPLIES                       $10.47 52659 6/25/2024 
MICROSOFT                      MICROSOFT 365 FOR FIRE            $450.00                                                                                                                
DANIEL MOUCHKA                 UNIFORM REIMBURSEMENT             $30.36 52660 6/25/2024 



 

  

OVERDRIVE, INC                 
E RESOURCES/ACCESS/CONTENT 
PUR    $5,000.00 52661 6/25/2024 

PEAK CONSTRUCTION GROUP INC.   PAY APP WITH RETAINAGE            $100,496.00 52634 6/19/2024 
SAM'S CLUB/SYNCHRONY BANK      SUPPLIES                          $39.96 1818 6/25/2024 
TARAS'S TIP TOP CLEANING       CITY HALL CLEANING                $290.00 52662 6/25/2024 
TREASURER/STATE                STATE TAX                         $1,735.93 1811 6/22/2024 
TUTS                           TIRE REPAIR                       $20.00 52663 6/25/2024 
UMB BANK N.A.                  GO BONDS                          $300.00 52664 6/25/2024 
USA BLUEBOOK                   WATER CHEMICALS                   $1,866.16 52665 6/25/2024 
WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                                                                                                                                                      
Accounts Payable Total           $166,596.65   
Invoices: Paid                   $166,146.65   
Invoices: Scheduled              $450.00   
Payroll Checks                      $24,725.32   
***** REPORT TOTAL *****         $191,321.97   
GENERAL FUND                      $49,316.73   
ROAD USE TAX FUND                 $7,016.57   
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND            $200.00   
DEBT SERVICE FUND                 $300.00   
CDBG MUSTANG LN APARTMENT         $8,737.50   
FIRE STATION PROJECT              $105,397.34   
WATER FUND                        $9,447.12   
SEWER FUND                        $10,652.59   
SOLID WASTE                       $254.12   
TOTAL FUNDS                       $191,321.97   

Law Enforcement Report:  The Linn County Sheriff's Office reported 47 calls for service between 
6/11/2024 and 6/25/2024. The 91 required hours were met.  
 
Citizen Comment: None 
Public Hearing: None 
Petitions and Communications: 
Melanie Jones, MJ’s Dawg House, informed the council of their upcoming event “Dawg Days of 
Summer” to be held September 6th & 7th 2024 on Main Street. Jones requested for council to 
approve street closure, use of barricades/fences, a grace period on noise ordinance till midnight, 
and potential use of the power pole on Main Street.  Stuelke requested she hire law enforcement 
to be at the event.  The event will start on Friday with the band Royal Bliss.  
 
State Representative Cindy Golding introduced herself to the council and the residents, she 
provided updates on the last discussion group she held in Center Point and the progress she 
made at the state level with topsoil and storm water.  Golding wanted the council to make sure 
that if there are any concerns she reaches out to her so they can work together to get issues 
resolved. Council Member Stuelke asked that she keep advocating for home rule.  Administrator 
Taylor had asked that she advocates for keeping LOST funds.  



 

  

 
City Department Reports were reviewed.  
Public Works Director Shoop provided council with and update on pump at well 6. The pump is 
in the ground and was flushed on Friday and Monday, testing was done on Monday and 
Tuesday and if the results pass, they can place the pump back online by noon on Wednesday.  
The wastewater treatment plant is having issues with the new pumps, Staab Construction is 
working with the pump manufacturer to get the ongoing issue resolved. The deadline is October 
24th for Staab to have this completed.  
Chief Felton said that things have gone well at the new station.  
Clerk/Finance Director Tritle said the FY2024 year transfers are on the agenda tonight, there is 
nothing out of the ordinary they are all budgeted for or on an amendment.  
There is also a resolution in regards to the remaining balance of the Library budget, Tritle has 
worked with Library Director Cook-Walters to come up with a  reasonable amount to transfer into 
the Library Capital Fund, this was not budgeted for, but is a remainder of unspent budget money, 
the library building is facing the replacement of 2 furnaces and has no additional revenue coming 
into that fund to help with the cost.  
 
New Business:  
M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-47.  A resolution to FY2024 Year End 
Transfers. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Stuelke, Schnell, McLaughlin, LeClere, Thomas  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2024-48. A resolution to approve transfer of 
remaining library expense budget and place in Library capital project fund. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Schnell, LeClere, Thomas, Stuelke, McLaughlin 
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  

 
M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2024-49. A resolution to approve FY2025 
City and Library Staff Wages. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Thomas, McLaughlin, Schnell, LeClere, Stuelke  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  



 

  

 
Public Works Director Shoop said there are currently 8 features not working on the splash pad, 
this manifold is needed to get them going again.  
M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-50. A resolution to approve the repairs 
for the Splash Pad repairs in the amount of $5,964.00. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: Schnell, Stuelke, LeClere, Thomas, McLaughlin  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
    Absent: None  
  
M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2024-51. A resolution to award bid for Chip 
and Seals Street Project to Praire Road Builders in the amount of $59,963.42. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: LeClere, McLaughlin, Schnell, Stuelke, Thomas  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2024-52. A resolution to award bid for right 
of way tree removal services to Pray Tree Service for the removal of 14 trees in the amount of 
$8,500.00. 
Roll Call:  
 Aye: McLaughlin, Stuelke, Thomas, LeClere, Schnell  
 Nay: None  
 Abstention: None  
 Absent: None  
 
Old Business: None  
Citizen Comment: Mike Whitney along with several other members of the Center Point Lions were 
present at the meeting to thank everyone in the city for all the work in getting the park ready and 
for the financial support for this year’s successful Pork Days.  
Dusty Sylver spoke to council about the dangers of spraying for Mosquitos.  Sylver emphasized 
that it kills all insects, (e.g. bees, butterflies, fireflies) not just the mosquito.  Sylver responded to the 
comments on the fakebook page, even if a resident fills out a Do Not Spray form, the spray will still 
carry on to the property. Sylver stated that the ecological system is affected by the chemicals in the 
spray, which in turns effects animals’ bats, chickens.  Sylver researched the diseases brought up by 
other residents if the city does not spray, there were 0 reports of malaria and 5 reports of west nile 
in the state of Iowa.  People’s perceptions about spraying for mosquitos does not include the health 
issues, ecological balance, canine cancer, which is 30% higher where insecticides are used. Sylver 
said that Dennis Schlicht is also present at the meeting to answer questions regarding the harmful 



 

  

impacts of these chemicals.  
Sebastian Bach, 8th Grade, presented the council with a speech he prepared regarding insecticides 
and how dangerous they are for the environment, animals, and humans.  Bach’s speech provided 
samples of the different chemicals that they use in mosquito spraying and the damage they have on 
human health. Although mosquitoes are annoying, he pointed out, there are other ways of 
eliminating them besides the use of chemicals.   
Dennis Schlicht said that since he has lived in Center Point for a long time, this discussion has been 
brought up many times. Mosquito outbreaks come and go, and they only last a few days, and the 
impact of the chemicals stay. 
Janine Cook-Walters said she would hope residents take some personal responsibility for their own 
yards, if you want to spray for mosquitos then do it personally, take care of standing water to 
prevent them, there are other options. 
 
Council Comment: None  
Mayor’s Report: None 
 
M/S  Stuelke/McLaughlin  To Adjourn the meeting at 6:58 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 
Absent: 0 
 
 
 
 
 
          ______________________________ 
          Traer Morgan, Mayor 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Sarah Tritle, City Clerk/Finance Director  


