
 

  

 

MINUTES 

The Center Point City Council met in a Regular Session on Tuesday, January 14, 2025, at 6:00 pm at the City 

Hall Council Chambers, 200 Franklin Street.  

 

The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 pm.  

 

Mayor Traer Morgan presided.  

 

Council members present were Melissa McLaughlin, Nathan Schnell, Mike LeClere, Alicia Thomas, John 

Stuelke.  

City Staff Present: Joe Taylor, Sarah Tritle, Hailey Fruehling, Kene Shoop, Ryan Anderson, Matt Teff 

 

M/S   McLaughlin/LeClere To approve consent agenda.  Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 

 

CLAIMS REPORT     

VENDOR REFERENCE                       AMOUNT  CHECK # CHECK DATE 

ALL SECURE                     SOFTWARE UPDATE                              210.00  53149 1/14/2025 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                             7,190.68  2059 1/6/2025 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                                 578.64  2061 1/2/2025 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                             1,357.04  2062 1/6/2025 

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES        PARKS SUPPLIES                                 90.80  53150 1/14/2025 

AMERICAN EXPRESS               LIBRARY CREDIT CARD                          696.71  2060 1/2/2025 

BAKER & TAYLOR                 LIBRARY BOOKS DVDS                           388.61  53151 1/14/2025 

ROBERT HANSEN                  FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE25                      200.00  53152 1/14/2025 

CENTER POINT AUTO PARTS        PW SUPPLIES                                  594.72  53153 1/14/2025 

CENTER POINT FOODS             PARKS SUPPLIES                               141.04  53154 1/14/2025 

DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA           DENTAL INSURANCE                             639.72  2054 1/1/2025 

DELTA VISION                   VISION INSURANCE                               62.18  2055 1/1/2025 

JOHN DOUGHERTY                 CDL REIMBURSEMENT                              23.50  53155 1/14/2025 

ECICOG                         CDBG-DR GRANT                            6,225.00  53156 1/14/2025 

ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES        LAWRENCE CDL                             1,675.44  2063 1/14/2025 

EMPLOYEE BENEFIT SYSTEMS       BENEFITS ADMIN                               458.00  2058 1/1/2025 

FEHR GRAHAM ENGINEERING &      PROJECT 21-715 WWTP                    12,500.00  53157 1/14/2025 

FIRE SERVICE TRAINING BUR      RICHARD&AIDEN ORTEGA                         250.00  53158 1/14/2025 

GRAINGER                       PW SUPPLIES                                    75.28  53159 1/14/2025 

HEALTHIEST YOU                 HEALTHIEST YOU BENEFIT                       104.50  53160 1/14/2025 

IA DEPT OF REVENUE AND FI      SEWER AND WATER EXCISE TAX                   866.02  2051 1/7/2025 

IA DEPT OF REVENUE AND FI      SEWER AND WATER EXCISE TAX               1,950.70  2052 1/7/2025 

INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY                                                   418.52  53161 1/14/2025 

INTERMEDIA.NET INC                                                          258.66  2053 1/1/2025 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE       FED/FICA TAX                             6,363.46  2044 1/3/2025 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN       GARNISHMENT                                  171.23  2043 1/3/2025 

IOWA SOCIETY OF FIRE SERVICE   CONFERENCE/MEMBERSHIP                        140.00  53162 1/14/2025 

IPERS                          IPERS- REGULAR                           4,581.94  2042 1/3/2025 



 

  

JETCO                          WWTP                                     3,398.40  53163 1/14/2025 

LINN CO-OP OIL COMPANY         DYED DIESEL                              1,545.14  53164 1/14/2025 

LINN COUNTY RURAL ELECTRI      ELECTRIC                                 4,791.41  53165 1/14/2025 

PETTY CASH                     LIBRARY PETTY CASH                             18.31  53166 1/14/2025 

THE PIONEER WOMAN MAGAZINE     MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION                          24.00  53167 1/14/2025 

RATHJE CONSTRUCTION CO         TREE GRINDING                            6,615.00  53168 1/14/2025 

REECE ELECTRIC                 FROSS PARK PARKING LIGHTS                4,900.00  53169 1/14/2025 

SKYLINE SALT SOLUTIONS         TREATED SALT                             3,007.92  53170 1/14/2025 

STENDER DALTON                 FIRE DEPRATMENT                              299.00  53171 1/14/2025 

TARAS'S TIP TOP CLEANING       CITY HALL CLEANING                           290.00  53172 1/14/2025 

TRIONFO SOLUTIONS, LLC         BENEFTIS ADMINTRATOR                           63.76  2056 1/1/2025 

UNITYPOINT CLINIC-OCCUPAT      DOT-RANDOM TESTING                             42.00  53173 1/14/2025 

US POSTAL SERVICE                                                           120.00  53174 1/14/2025 

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                                    8.03  53175 1/14/2025 

WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                             11,098.66  2057 1/1/2025 

WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                             11,098.66                                                                                                                 

Accounts Payable Total                84,434.02    

Payroll Checks                           21,064.20    

***** REPORT TOTAL *****            105,498.22    

GENERAL FUND                           41,748.91    

ROAD USE TAX FUND                        9,206.99    

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND                   5,293.82    

CDBG MUSTANG LN APARTMENT                6,225.00    

WATER FUND                             16,576.20    

SEWER FUND                             13,736.71    

SEWER FACILITY PROJECT                 12,500.00    

SOLID WASTE                                  210.59    

TOTAL FUNDS                          105,498.22    
December Treasurer’s Report: 

Funds Expenses  Revenues 

General Fund $70,961.50 $44,156.52 

Road Use  $11,800.79 $29,592.65 

Employee Benefits $14,751.85 $4,844.09 

Emergency Fund $0.00 $0.00 

LOST $0.00 $31,994.14 

TIF $0.00 $4,635.19 

Debt Service $900.00 $7,366.26 

Capital Projects $7,350.00 $1,937.08 

Perpetual Care Trust $0.00 $4.02 

Water $53,475.81 $58,943.68 

Sewer   $233,311.47 $341,335.85 

Solid Waste $29,372.19 $18,160.80 



 

  

Storm Water $2,180.00 $5,975.29 

Totals  $424,103.61 $548,945.57 

Beginning Balance $10,368,920.61  

Outstanding Liabilities $327.09  

Ending Balance  $10,494,089.66  
Law Enforcement Report: The Linn County Sheriff's Office reported 72 calls for service between 12/24/2024 and 

01/14/2025. The 91 required hours was met.  

 

Citizen Comment: None  

Public Hearing: None  

Petitions and Communications: 

Citizen Input for the FY2025 Budget: None  

 

Tom Grommon, ECICOG and Charlie Nickols, Linn County spoke to the Council about the Fringe Area Plan, 

an agreement between the county and city through a 28E that would incorporate both parties comprehensive 

plans when a development within 2 miles of City of Center Point is applied for.  Communication between the 

City and County to make sure the development fits the area. The cost is split between the City of Center Point 

and Linn County. Council agreed that the 28E agreement would be beneficial and they would like to see the 

28E on a future agenda. 

 

City Department Reports were reviewed. Fire Chief Teff introduced himself. Teff replaced Doug Felton; the 

transition is going smoothly. Parks and Rec Director Anderson spoke regarding basketball camp and how well 

it is doing, there is now senior walking on Tuesdays and Thursdays through March at the library, Seniors vs 

Seniors will be held Feb 20th at Center Point Heights, and the Father-Daughter Dance on Feb 1st. Anderson also 

stated that he met with a community member who is interested in starting a fundraising campaign to construct 

a recreational center.  

 

New Business:  

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2025-01. A resolution to approve the FY2026 Sheriff 

Contract Services with Linn County in the amount of $45.00 an hour at 21 hours a week. 

Roll Call:  

 Aye: LeClere, Stuelke, McLaughlin, Thomas, Schnell 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None  

 Absent: None 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2025-02. A resolution to accept dedication of 

improvements upon or within Lot A of Mustang First and Lot A of Mustang Second Additions to the City of 

Center Point.  

Roll Call:  

Aye: Thomas, Schnell, LeClere, Mclaughlin, Stuelke 

Nay: None 

Abstention: None 

Absent: None 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2025-03. A resolution to hire and set pay for the Youth 



 

  

Services Librarian. 

  Aye: Stuelke, LeClere, Thomas, Schnell, McLaughlin 

Nay: None 

Abstention: None 

Absent: None 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2025-04. A resolution for approval of final retainage 

payment to CP Assisted for the Mustang Lane Apartments. 

Roll Call:  

Aye: Schnell, McLaughlin, LeClere, Stuelke, Thomas 

Nay: None 

Abstention: None 

Absent: None 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2025-05. A resolution to approve Central Business 

District Capital Improvement Grants for Economic Development.  

Roll Call:  

Aye: Thomas, McLaughlin, Stuelke, Schnell, LeClere 

Nay: None 

Abstention: None 

Absent: None  

 

There was Council discussion regarding the need for a public purpose statement in order for the public works 

department to demolish the Dye Benion Legion building located at 908 Main Street. Council Member Thomas 

asked if they have shut off all gas, electricity, and water. Public Works Director Shoop advised they have shut 

everything off. Council Member Schnell said it helps with getting downtown looking good, he is all for it. A 

Public Purpose Statement will be created for the future agenda.  

 

Council discussion on LOST fund and Capital Improvement Plan. City Clerk Tritle spoke about Local Options 

Sales Tax. LOST Funds help give the city extra money for projects, the money is collected from the 1% 

additional sales tax.  With recent budget cuts from legislation and HF718 this program is crucial to do 

street/water/sewer projects. The funds must go to specific areas: 15% property tax 5% general purpose 80% 

street/sewer/water repair/improvements. Council Members discussed the projects they would like to prioritize 

such as roads, sidewalks, and water mains. Administrator Taylor will send out a list of the projects for 

prioritization.  

 

Council held discussion for FY2025 Budget. Clerk Tritle spoke about the budget and how HF718 is making it 

more difficult for smaller cities to grow. Council Members discussed how they want to keep moving forward 

with economic development. HF718 is also cutting the budget in major areas like public safety, so our volunteer 

Fire Department is having to make cutbacks on their budget, and also, cities have lost the emergency fund levy, 

this levy assisted with paying for Police services.  

 

Old Business: None  

Citizen Comment: None 

Council Comment: None 

Mayor’s Report: None  



 

  

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughin To Adjourn the meeting at 7:10 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 

 

_________________________________ 

Hailey Fruehling, Deputy City Clerk 

          _________________________________ 

          Traer Morgan, Mayor 


