
 

  

MINUTES 
The Center Point City Council met in a Regular Session on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 6:00 pm at the 

City Hall Council Chambers, 200 Franklin Street.  

 

The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 pm by Mayor Traer Morgan.  

 

Council members present were John Stuelke, Nathan Schnell, Alicia Thomas, Mike LeClere, and Melissa 

McLaughlin.  

 

City Staff present: Sarah Tritle, Hailey Emery, Kene Shoop, Ryan Anderson, and Matt Teff. 

 

M/S  McLaughlin/LeClere To approve the consent agenda. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 

 

CLAIMS REPORT     

VENDOR REFERENCE                       AMOUNT  CHECK # CHECK DATE 

ACME TOOLS                     ACCT# 12616                                    349.00  53930 1/13/2026 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                                   495.20  2579 1/13/2026 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                               1,262.76  2580 1/13/2026 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                               7,003.75  2581 1/13/2026 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                                   101.22  2582 1/13/2026 

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES        PW SUPPLIES                                    199.23  53931 1/13/2026 

CEDAR RIVER INK                BILLING@CEDARRIVERINK.COM                      340.00  53932 1/13/2026 

CENTER POINT AUTO PARTS        PW SUPPLIES                                    415.79  53933 1/13/2026 

THE CORNER STORE               FIRE FUEL                                        62.72  53934 1/13/2026 

EDGE COMMUNICATIONS            FAX                                              23.00  53935 1/13/2026 

ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES        PW IT                                          559.28  2583 1/13/2026 

FEHR GRAHAM ENGINEERING &      SUMMIT ST PROJECT                        15,041.00  53936 1/13/2026 

GREAT LAKES SALT COMPANY       TREATED SALT                               3,852.33  53937 1/13/2026 

HEALTHIEST YOU                 HEALTHIEST YOU BENEFIT                         110.00  53938 1/13/2026 

IA DEPT OF REVENUE AND FI      SEWER AND WATER EXCISE TAX                     854.64  2576 1/13/2026 

IA DEPT OF REVENUE AND FI      SEWER AND WATER EXCISE TAX                 1,960.68  2577 1/13/2026 

INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY      MONTHLY BACKUP                                 426.58  53939 1/13/2026 

INTERMEDIA.NET INC             TELEPHONE                                                                                                                                                         

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE       FED/FICA TAX                               6,516.84  2574 1/2/2026 

INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE INC PW SUPPLIES                                    152.32  53940 1/13/2026 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN       GARNISHMENT                                    108.76  2573 1/2/2026 

IA FINANCE AUT WATER SRF       2011 WATER SRF INTEREST                                                                                                                                           

IOWA PUMP WORKS, INC           SERVICE AGREEMENT                          4,030.55  53941 1/13/2026 

IPERS                          IPERS- REGULAR                             4,829.73  2572 1/2/2026 

JETCO                          PUBLIC WORKS                                   925.00  53942 1/13/2026 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           PW SUPPLIES                                    277.71  53943 1/13/2026 

KLUESNER SANITATION LLC        PORTABLE SERVICE                               125.00  53944 1/13/2026 

LINN COUNTY PLANNING & DE      RENTAL REGS/INSPECS                        2,896.27  53945 1/13/2026 

LINN COUNTY SHERIFF            FY26 Q3                                  12,285.00  53946 1/13/2026 



 

  

LINN NEWS-LETTER               LEGAL PUBLICATIONS                             317.17  53947 1/13/2026 

LYNCH DALLAS, PC.              ATTORNEY FEES                                  455.00  53948 1/13/2026 

MICROBAC LABORATORIES, INC     WATER TESTING                              1,198.50  53949 1/13/2026 

RATHJE CONSTRUCTION CO         GRADER RENTAL                              5,000.00  53950 1/13/2026 

RUDD SANITATION INC            TRASH SERVICES                           14,522.75  53951 1/13/2026 

TARAS'S TIP TOP CLEANING       CITY HALL CLEANING                             290.00  53952 1/13/2026 

TITAN MACHINERY                PW SUPPLIES/MAINT                          1,743.85  53953 1/13/2026 

US CELLULAR                    PHONE                                          496.65  2578 1/13/2026 

US POSTAL SERVICE              PO BOX                                         126.00  53954 1/13/2026 

WATERLOO TENT & TARP CO        PARKS SUPPLIES                             2,450.00  53955 1/13/2026 

WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                                                                                                                                                        

Accounts Payable Total                  91,804.28    

Payroll Checks                             22,493.18    

***** REPORT TOTAL *****              114,297.46    

GENERAL FUND                             45,626.77    

ROAD USE TAX FUND                        15,528.94    

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND                           55.62    

SUMMIT STREET PROJECT                    14,660.00    

WATER FUND                                 8,943.54    

WATER SINKING                                                                                                                                                                                          

SEWER FUND                               14,835.42    

SOLID WASTE                              14,647.17    

TOTAL FUNDS                            114,297.46    

Treasurer Report 
Funds Expenses  Revenues 

General Fund $196,389.90 $44,826.49 

Road Use  $14,343.85 $28,618.52 

Employee Benefits $13,731.72 $4,293.09 

LOST $0.00 $49,502.36 

TIF $0.00 $2,413.79 

Debt Service $900.00 $6,910.51 

Capital Projects $14,660.00 $0.00 

Perpetual Care Trust $0.00 $4.03 

Water $83,632.72 $37,061.98 

Sewer   $68,187.11 $91,295.47 

Solid Waste $15,002.16 $18,129.49 

Storm Water $800.00 $6,041.49 

Totals  $407,647.46 $289,097.22 

Beginning Balance $11,859,953.88  

Outstanding 

Liabilities 

-$257.73  

Ending Balance  $11,741,145.91  

 



 

  

Law Enforcement Report: The Linn County Sheriff's office reported 114 calls for service between 

12/09/2025 and 01/13/2026. The 91 required hours were met. Council Member Schnell encourages 

the Linn County Sheriff’s Office to enforce the new Cell Phone Law. Council Member 

McLaughlin sees the Sheriff's Office doing an excellent job of being present around the City. 

Citizen Comment: None   

Citizen Input for the FY2027 Budget: Council Member Schnell likes to see downtown continuing 

to improve. Schnell spoke about wanting the Washington St bridge to have a trail to downtown 

when the project is underway. McLaughlin agrees. Schnell could also see a sidewalk on Iowa St 

being beneficial.  

Public Hearing: Public Hearing for Ordinance 515 – An Ordinance relating to the Vacation and 

Disposal of Streets. 

First Reading of Ordinance 515. Vacation and Disposal of Streets. 

Public Hearing opened at 6:09 pm. There were no comments made, and none were received in 

the clerk's office. The Public Hearing closed at 6:09 pm. 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin 

Roll Call:  

 Aye: McLaughlin, Schnell, LeClere, Thomas, Stuelke 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None  

 Absent: None  

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin to waive the 2nd reading of Ordinance 515. 

Roll Call:  

 Aye: Stuelke, Thomas, McLaughlin, Schnell, LeClere 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None  

 Absent: None  

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin to waive the 3rd reading and approve Ordinance 515. 

Roll Call:  

 Aye: Thomas, McLaughlin, LeClere, Schnell, Stuelke 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None  

 Absent: None  

 

Public Hearing for the FY2026 Budget Amendment #1. 

Public Hearing opened at 6:11 pm. There were no comments made, and none were received in 

the clerk's office. The Public Hearing closed at 6:12 pm. 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2026-01. A resolution to approve the 

FY2026 Budget Amendment #1. 

Roll Call:  

 Aye: McLaughlin, Thomas, Stuelke, LeClere, Schnell 



 

  

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None  

 Absent: None  

 

Petitions and Communications:  

David Rooney, 609 Rosedale Dr, request for one side parking on Rosedale Dr. Rooney was not 

present. Council Member Schnell spoke about not being able to see parked vehicles when coming 

over the hill. Stuelke said that, with it being a main entrance into the neighborhood, there is a lot 

of traffic. Council doesn’t want to proceed with allowing parking along that portion of Rosedale 

Drive. John Jacobson, Off-Street Parking, Jacobson received a letter from ECICOG for having 2 

boats parked in his yard and not on a surface made of concrete or asphalt. Council Member 

Schnell told Jacobson that it is not the boats themselves, but that they need to be on an approved 

surface. LeClere and Schnell spoke about potentially letting people have gravel parking. 

Clerk/Interim Admin Tritle said that we should follow the ordinance. Jacobson asked if he could 

park the boats on the road. Stuelke said that he can park the boats in the driveway. Only 

registered vehicles that move once every 24 hours can be parked on the side of the road. Council 

concluded that Jacobson could refresh the gravel but cannot add square footage. Jacobson has 60 

days to do the maintenance on the gravel. 

 

Department Report: Clerk/Interim Tritle was excited to announce that the City received a $1.5 

million grant for the reconstruction of the Washington St bridge. Stuelke and Schnell, would like 

to see a RFP for engineering on the project, since engineering is not covered by the grant it is the 

responsible thing to do with taxpayers’ dollars. Tritle pre-applied for a catalyst grant for 901 

Main St and it was approved. We will know in June if the catalyst grant is approved for funding. 

RFP for garbage services is due Thursday, February 19th by 1:00pm in City Hall.  

Public Works Director Shoop spoke about No Parking on Water St. He wanted to ask council if 

they recall a list of No Parking streets on file with the City.  Stuelke said he thought we had a list 

in the Code of Ordinance, staff is unable to find. Stuelke said that Water St is narrow and is just 

known as a “No Parking” street. Stuelke and Shoop agreed that south of Iowa St should be “No 

Parking” as it is too narrow. Council directed staff to create a resolution naming all No Parking 

streets so that this can be filed.  

Fire Chief Teff said there were 234 calls for service for the Fire Department in 2025. That is 100 

more calls than in the past. The Fire Department is applying for a reimbursement grant for extra 

clothing and uniforms.  

Parks & Rec Director Anderson spoke about all the upcoming events Parks & Rec has. Anderson 

spoke about the potential new park on the NE side of town. About 60% of residents were for the 

park, and 40% were not. Anderson suggests we table the topic.  

Deputy Clerk Emery has updated the new website and it should go live later this week.  

 

New Business: 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2026-02. A resolution to approve 



 

  

Request for Proposal for Residential Garbage and Recycling Collection from July 1, 2026-June 30, 

2029. Proposals are due Thursday, February 19th by 1:00 pm at City Hall. 

 Aye: Thomas, McLaughlin, LeClere, Schnell, Stuelke 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None  

 Absent: None  

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 22026-03. A resolution to approve the 

FY2027 Contract of Law Enforcement with Linn County Sheriff’s Department.  

Roll Call:  

 Aye: LeClere, McLaughlin, Thomas, Stuelke, Schnell 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None  

 Absent: None  

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2026-04. A resolution to approve 

funding offer for the Federal FY2027 Washington Street City Bridge.  

Roll Call:  

 Aye: Schnell, LeClere, Thomas, Stuelke, McLaughlin 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None  

 Absent: None  

 

M/S Schnell/Stuelke  To TABLE Resolution 2026-05. A resolution to approve City 

of Center Point Appropriate use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools Policy. 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To enter into closed session pursuant to Iowa Code Section 

21.5 (1)(j) to discuss the sale of particular real estate. To enter closed session at 7:02 pm 

Roll Call:  

Aye: Schnell, McLaughlin, Thomas, LeClere, Stuelke 

Nay: None 

Abstention: None 

Absent: None  

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin to enter into open session at 7:14 pm Aye:5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 

Absent: 0 

 

Old Business:  

Council Member Schnell would like to see a dedicated place for people who do not have 

somewhere to park. Stuelke mentioned that people can park in city-owned parking lots around 

town anyway. Schnell would like to see the ticket portion removed. Council agrees to remove the 



 

  

portion of the policy that states citizens will be ticketed if their vehicle is not moved off the street 

during a snow emergency, but leave in that vehicles will be towed. 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin  To approve Resolution 2026-06. A resolution to approve 

amendments to the City’s Snow Plowing and Ice Control Policy.  

Roll Call:  

 Aye: Stuelke, LeClere, Thomas, McLaughlin 

 Nay: Schnell 

 Abstention: None  

 Absent: None  

 

Citizen Comment: None 

Council Comment: FY2027 - None 

Mayor’s Report: None 

 

M/S  Stuelke/McLaughlin  To adjourn the meeting at 7:14 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 

Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Hailey Emery, Deputy Clerk 

 

 

           ________________________ 

           Traer Morgan, Mayor 


