
 

  

MINUTES 
The Center Point City Council met in a Regular Session on Tuesday, July 14th, 2026, at 6:00 pm at the 

City Hall Council Chambers, 200 Franklin Street.  

 

The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 pm by Mayor Traer Morgan.  

 

Council members present were John Stuelke, Mike LeClere, Alicia Thomas, Nathan Schnell and Melissa 

McLaughlin. 

 

City Staff present: Sarah Tritle, Hailey Emery, Kene Shoop, and Matt Teff. 

 

M/S Mclaughlin/LeClere To approve consent agenda. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 

 

CLAIMS REPORT     

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

CHECK 

# 

CHECK 

DATE 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                      681.88 2870 7/14/2026 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                      527.23 2871 7/14/2026 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                      6792.83 2872 7/14/2026 

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES        PARKS                             906.20 54307 7/14/2026 

BRANDI BOWERS                  REFUND                            150.00 54308 7/14/2026 

CARRICO AQUATIC RESOURCES      PARKS SUPPLIES                    399.64 54309 7/14/2026 

CARTER ANDREWS                 6 GAMES                           150.00 54310 7/14/2026 

CENTER POINT AUTO PARTS        

PW & PARKS 

SUPPLIES               610.62 54311 7/14/2026 

CENTER POINT FOODS             CONCESSIONS                       14.76 54312 7/14/2026 

THE CORNER STORE               FIRE FUEL                         240.00 54313 7/14/2026 

DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA           DENTAL INSURANCE                  816.26 2876 7/1/2026 

DELTA VISION                   VISION                            54.70 2877 7/1/2026 

EDGE COMMUNICATIONS            FAX                               23.00 54314 7/14/2026 

ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES        PARKS CONF                        526.08 2880 7/14/2026 

EMPLOYEE BENEFIT SYSTEMS       BENEFITS ADMIN                    177.47 2875 7/1/2026 

FJ KROB & CO.                  PW SUPPLIES                       197.83 54315 7/14/2026 

HEALTHIEST YOU                 

HEALTHIEST YOU 

BENEFIT            99.00 54316 7/14/2026 

HEARTLAND SHREDDING INC.       

SHREDDING 

SERVICES                40.00 54317 7/14/2026 

HEFEL PORTABLE SERVICES        PORTABLE SERVICE                  125.00 54318 7/14/2026 

IA DEPT OF REVENUE AND FI      

SEWER AND WATER 

EXCISE TAX        1154.37 2863 7/14/2026 

IA DEPT OF REVENUE AND FI      

SEWER AND WATER 

EXCISE TAX        2188.00 2864 7/14/2026 

INDUSTRIAL CHEM LABS           PW SUPPLIES                       92.15 54319 7/14/2026 



 

  

INFRASTRUCTURE 

TECHNOLOGY      

MONTHYL SERVER 

MAINT              410.58 54320 7/14/2026 

INTERMEDIA.NET INC             P                                 304.55 2873 7/1/2026 

INTERMEDIA.NET INC             P                                 304.55                                                                                                                

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE       FED/FICA TAX                      6693.07 2862 7/3/2026 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN       GARNISHMENT                       108.76 2861 7/3/2026 

IOWA DNR                       

ANNUAL WATER 

DUES                 277.61 54321 7/14/2026 

IA FINANCE AUT WATER SRF       

2011 WATER SRF 

INTEREST                                                                                                                                         

IPERS                          IPERS- REGULAR                    4516.42 2860 7/3/2026 

KEVIN LEVELLE                  PARKS MAINT                       500.00 54322 7/14/2026 

KLUESNER SANITATION LLC        GARBAGE SERVICES                  16799.58 54323 7/14/2026 

LINN COUNTY PLANNING & DE      

RENTAL 

REGS/INSPECTIONS           4049.18 54324 7/14/2026 

LINN COUNTY SOLID WASTE 

AGENCY                                   23.61 54325 7/14/2026 

LINN NEWS-LETTER               

LEGAL 

PUBLICATIONS                95.03 54326 7/14/2026 

LOWE'S                         PARKS                             49.07 2881 7/14/2026 

LYNCH DALLAS, PC.              ATTORNEY FEES                     1932.50 54327 7/14/2026 

MEADERS MEATS BBQ              PARKS FOOD                        40.00 54328 7/14/2026 

MHC KENWORTH                   FIRE SUPPLIES                     444.00 54329 7/14/2026 

MICROBAC LABORATORIES, INC     WATER TESTING                     1259.50 54330 7/14/2026 

PARADISE LANDSCAPING           

CEMETARY LAWN 

CARE                1620.00 54331 7/14/2026 

PICKLETILE                     

PICKLEBALL 

DEPOSIT                49924.50 54306 7/1/2026 

RATHJE CONSTRUCTION CO         PARTIAL PAY EST. #1               121776.23 54332 7/14/2026 

RYKER BERNS                    13 GAMES                          325.00 54333 7/14/2026 

SAM'S CLUB/SYNCHRONY BANK      SUPPLIES                          430.26 2879 7/14/2026 

STOREY KENWORTHY               OFFICE SUPPLIES                   68.71 54334 7/14/2026 

TARAS'S TIP TOP CLEANING       

CITY HALL 

CLEANING                340.00 54335 7/14/2026 

TRIONFO SOLUTIONS, LLC         

BENEFTIS 

ADMINTRATOR              46.60 2874 7/1/2026 

TRUGREEN PROCESSING 

CENTER     CP FROSS 4 BALL                   1648.00 54336 7/14/2026 

TUTS                           PARKS MAINT                       412.00 54337 7/14/2026 

UMB BANK N.A.                  GO BONDS                          600.00 54338 7/14/2026 

USA BLUEBOOK                   WATER CHEMICALS                   225.65 54339 7/14/2026 

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    90.26 2865 7/14/2026 

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    31.00 2866 7/14/2026 



 

  

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    1.00 2867 7/14/2026 

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    92.49 2868 7/14/2026 

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    90.26 2869 7/14/2026 

WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                        17220.28 2878 7/1/2026 

WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                        17220.28                                                                                                                

WENDLING QUARRIES INC          PW SUPPLIES                       2349.39 54340 7/14/2026 

Accounts Payable Total           250762.11   
Payroll Checks                      23365.11   
***** REPORT TOTAL *****         274127.22   
GENERAL FUND                      42806.49   
PARKS CAPTIAL RESERVE             49924.50   
ROAD USE TAX FUND                 6440.30   
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND            8116.58   
DEBT SERVICE FUND                 600.00   
SUMMIT STREET PROJECT             121776.23   
WATER FUND                        14103.98   
WATER SINKING                                                                                                                                                                                        

SEWER FUND                        13106.58   
SOLID WASTE                       17252.56   
TOTAL FUNDS                       274127.22   

Law Enforcement Report: The Linn County Sheriff's office reported 74 calls for service between 

06/23/2026 and 07/14/2026.  The 91 required hours were met.  

Citizen Comment: None 

Public Hearing: Public Hearing for the First Reading of Ordinance #517-Sign Ordinance was opened at 

6:01 pm. Council Member Schnell says we don’t have the manpower to enforce the permits and doesn’t 

think it would be enforced appropriately.  Council agrees temporary signs shouldn’t have a permit. 

Stuelke said there is a rule by the court that political signs cannot have a time limit, and to check into that 

before changing the ordinance. Schnell appreciates Planning and Zonings work on creating this ordinance. 

Schnell made a recommendation to remove the 2 sq ft in area signs for residential and remove inspections 

and fees. Schnell is questioning if businesses can paint in their windows or have advertisements in their 

windows. Stuelke believes complaints may only appear if the sign is too large or blocking line of sight. 

Stuelke mentioned free standing signs to get a variance from P&Z and Council for permanent free-

standing signs. City Admin Tritle told council that billboards can only be 1 per parcel and must be 1500 ft 

away from another. Stuelke said he thinks billboards should need a variance and there should be none of 

them. He is not worried about businesses that are advertising.  There were no comments received in the 

clerk’s office. The Public Hearing was closed at 6:30 pm. 

M/S Stuelke/Schnell To TABLE the First Reading of Ordinance #517- Sign Ordinance. 

Petitions and Communications:  

Chris Peacock, American Legion spoke to Council about BBQ event with the Fire Department on August 

8th. They are looking to close off the 900th block of Main St, where the pavilion is located. Public Works is 

okay with providing the barricades. Council Member Stuelke advised Peacock if the event grows in the 

future to include a beer tent and bank to utilize the Linn County Sheriff for security.  Admin Tritle asked 

Chris Peacock for an update on the Legion building. The building plans should be ready in the coming 

weeks. It will be up next year by this time. 



 

  

 

Adam Reece provided Council with an update on his building at 815 Main Street. The building is 

demolished. The wall between 815 and MJ Dawghouse is in questionable condition, and Adam is not 

looking to take it down immediately as he does not want to do damage to the bar. Schnell asked how 

much longer he needs, Reece responded with an extra 30 days, from the original timeline. Council granted 

that extension. 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To grant Adam Reece at 815 Main St a 30-day extension from the original 

due date, to remove remaining walls.  

Department Report: Administrator Tritle advised council the grant was awarded for 901 Main St. 

Construction should begin in early August.  Staff has been busy working on nuisance properties 

and complaints. There was an insurance risk management audit done, 1 critical finding. Tritle 

will work with Library Director to correct. Tritle met with ECICOG for a proposed Housing 

Study, there will be more to report on that on a later agenda once proposal comes back. 

Washington Street proposals are due June 29th. Public Works Director Shoop has been busy with 

the Summit St Water Main Project. Fire Chief Teff told council they are looking forward to the 

fundraiser with the Legion. The Fire Department received a grant from Drip Drop, drink packets 

for hydration.  

New Business: 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2026-51.  A resolution to approve pay estimate #1 

for the Summit Street Water Main Project in the amount $121,776.23 to Rathje Construction. 

Roll Call: 

Aye: Schnell, McLaughlin, Stuelke, LeClere, Thomas 

Nay: None  

 Abstention: None 

 Absent: None 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2026-52.  A resolution to approve the Final Plat of 

Klawiter First Addition to the City of Center Point Iowa subject to conditions.  

Roll Call:  

 Aye: McLaughlin, Schnell, LeClere, Thomas, Stuelke 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None 

 Absent: None 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2026-53. A resolution designating official posting 

locations for City Council meeting notices and agendas pursuant to Iowa Code Chapter 21. 

Roll Call:  

 Aye: Schnell, Stuelke, Thomas, LeClere, McLaughlin  

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None 

 Absent: None 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2026-54. A resolution to approve agreement with 



 

  

Iowa Economic Development Authority for the Community Catalyst & Remediation Grant Program. 

Roll Call:  

 Aye: Stuelke, Thomas, Schnell, LeClere, McLaughlin  

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None 

 Absent: None 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2026-55.  A resolution to approve Development 

Agreement with Complete Construction Services LLC. 

Roll Call:  

 Aye: McLaughlin, Thomas, Stuelke, Schnell, LeClere 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None 

 Absent: None 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2026-56.  A resolution to approve the FY2027 

Downtown Grant to Complete Constructions Services LLC.   

Roll Call:  

 Aye: Schnell, Thomas, Stuelke, LeClere, McLaughlin 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None 

 Absent: None 

 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2026-57.  A resolution to approve the purchase of 

a vehicle for City Hall not exceeding the amount of $20,000. 

Admin Tritle provided examples to council for the proposed purchase of an additional vehicle at City 

Hall. There is one vehicle for 4 full time employees, including parks, meals on wheel, nuisance 

abatements, inspections, meetings, etc. This results in city staff having to use their personal vehicles for 

other city business. Personal vehicles have been used for things like addressing nuisance properties, Meals 

on Wheels, running errands, etc. Tritle is asking for a budget of $20,000 and mentioned purchasing a 

smaller, used, SUV, such as a Ford Edge. Schnell does not agree with the request, as city staff can drive 

their personal vehicles. Schnell stated he has been approached by others, stating “City staff get what they 

want.” Admin Tritle let Schnell know she is uncomfortable approaching nuisance properties for photos, in 

her personal vehicle. Schnell suggested a $10,000 budget.  Mclaughlin and Stuelke disagree with Schnell as 

it is a liability for the City if something were to happen to a staff member and/or their personal vehicles. 

Roll Call:  

 Aye: Stuelke, LeClere, Thomas, McLaughlin 

 Nay: Schnell 

 Abstention: None 

 Absent: None 

 

Discussion on City Parking Lot located on Main Street across from Library. Administrator Tritle told 

council that she is relaying this message for the Library Director who was unable to attend. There are 



 

  

vehicles parked in the parking lot across from the Library. Sometimes they are just there for long periods 

of time, sometimes they are inoperable. Public Works Director Shoop told council it is an issue in the 

winter while plowing. Staff is asked Council if a potential time frame on the parking lot was needed. 

Stuelke said we must have an ordinance if the city is going to ticket and tow. Tritle would like to see no 

inoperable vehicles, campers, or trailers. Council agrees with that.  

 

Administrator Tritle provided council with update on 900 Main St. The timeline for this property started 

in April. The owner is actively trying to find contractors. Tritle is requesting an extension. Council 

Member LeClere asked if we are going to shut down the business as the report states it is an “unsafe 

building”. The report states it is an unsafe building, but the city is unsure what part of the building that is 

referring to. Stuelke stated if the city has recognized the building is unsafe, and something happens, that is 

a liability on the city. Tritle will reach out to Linn County Inspector to obtain a definite answer. Council 

granted extension till August 21st to obtain permits.  

Old Business: None 

Citizen Comment: None  

Council Comment: None 

Mayor’s Report: None  

 

M/S  Stuelke/McLaughlin  To adjourn the meeting at 7:08 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 

 

 

______________________________ 

Hailey Emery, Deputy City Clerk 

 

 

           ________________________ 

           Traer Morgan, Mayor 


