
 

  

MINUTES 
The Center Point City Council met in a Regular Session on Tuesday, August 11th, 2026, at 6:00 pm at the 

City Hall Council Chambers, 200 Franklin Street.  

 

The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:00 pm by Mayor Traer Morgan.  

 

Council members present were John Stuelke, Mike LeClere, Alicia Thomas, Nathan Schnell and Melissa 

McLaughlin. 

 

City Staff present: Sarah Tritle, Hailey Emery, Kene Shoop, Ryan Anderson, Matt Teff, and Ryan Wicks. 

 

M/S McLaughlin/LeClere To approve consent agenda. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 

 

CLAIMS REPORT     
VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT CHECK # CHECK DATE 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                      1083.70 2909 8/11/2026 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                      705.01 2910 8/11/2026 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 ELECTRIC/GAS                      8345.61 2911 8/11/2026 

ALTA PLANNING & DESIGN         SS4A                              5172.50 54370 8/11/2026 

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES        CITY HALL SUPPLIES                74.22 54371 8/11/2026 

AMERICAN LEGION                PAVILLION LIGHTS                  745.44 54372 8/11/2026 

CARSON REPAIR SERVICE          2021 INTERNATIONAL                1172.13 54373 8/11/2026 

CENTER POINT FOODS             CONCESSIONS                       19.90 54374 8/11/2026 

COTTON GALLERY LTD             PARKS CLOTHES                     104.52 54375 8/11/2026 

DSG                            PW MAINT                          1275.20 54376 8/11/2026 

EDGE COMMUNICATIONS            FAX                               23.00 54377 8/11/2026 

ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES        PW SUPPLIES                       193.21 2912 8/11/2026 

FELD FIRE                      FIRE SUPPLIES                     190.00 54378 8/11/2026 

HEALTHIEST YOU                 HEALTHIEST YOU BENEFIT            99.00 54379 8/11/2026 

HEARTLAND SHREDDING INC.       SHREDDING SERVICES                40.00 54380 8/11/2026 

HEFEL PORTABLE SERVICES        PORTABLE SERVICES                 125.00 54381 8/11/2026 

IA DEPT OF REVENUE AND FI      

SEWER AND WATER EXCISE 

TAX        856.32 2901 8/11/2026 

IA DEPT OF REVENUE AND FI      

SEWER AND WATER EXCISE 

TAX        2436.62 2902 8/11/2026 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

TECHNOLOGY      MONTHLY SERVER MAINT              605.58 54382 8/11/2026 

INTERMEDIA.NET INC             TELEPHONE                                                                                                                                                       

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE       FED/FICA TAX                      6640.73 2897 7/31/2026 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 

HUMAN       GARNISHMENT                       108.76 2896 7/31/2026 

IA FINANCE AUT WATER SRF       2011 WATER SRF INTEREST                                                                                                                                         

IOWA ONE CALL                  

UNDER GROUND 

LOCATION             36.00 54383 8/11/2026 



 

  

IPERS                          IPERS- REGULAR                    4587.39 2894 7/31/2026 

KLIMA DRAINAGE AND LAND 

I      FROSS PARK                        2245.25 54384 8/11/2026 

KLUESNER SANITATION LLC        GARBAGE SERVICES                  16911.58 54385 8/11/2026 

LINN CO-OP OIL COMPANY         PW SUPPLIES                       213.34 54386 8/11/2026 

LINN COUNTY RECORDER           CEMETERY DEED                     12.00 54387 8/11/2026 

LINN NEWS-LETTER               LEGAL PUBLICATIONS                152.05 54388 8/11/2026 

LYNCH DALLAS, PC.              ATTORNEY FEES                     1377.50 54389 8/11/2026 

MENARDS - MARION               PW SUPPLIES                       65.93 54390 8/11/2026 

MICROBAC LABORATORIES, 

INC     WATER TESTING                     1204.50 54391 8/11/2026 

PARADISE LANDSCAPING           CEMETARY LAWN CARE                810.00 54392 8/11/2026 

RATHJE CONSTRUCTION CO         PARTIAL PAY EST. #2               116057.10 54393 8/11/2026 

STOREY KENWORTHY               FIRE SUPPLIES                     168.59 54394 8/11/2026 

TARAS'S TIP TOP CLEANING       CITY HALL CLEANING                340.00 54395 8/11/2026 

TMOBILE                        PHONES                            499.78 2899 7/30/2026 

TREASURER/STATE                STATE TAXES                       2017.86 2895 7/31/2026 

US CELLULAR                    CAMERAS                           258.64 2898 7/29/2026 

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    21.00 2904 8/11/2026 

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    90.26 2905 8/11/2026 

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    31.00 2906 8/11/2026 

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    90.26 2907 8/11/2026 

USA COMMUNICATIONS             PHONE/INTERNET                    92.49 2908 8/11/2026 

WELLMARK INC                   HEALTH INS                                                                                                                                                      

WSA PROMOTIONS LLC             PW UNIFORMS                       52.50 54396 8/11/2026 

Accounts Payable Total           177351.47   
Payroll Checks                      22863.37   
***** REPORT TOTAL *****         200214.84   
GENERAL FUND                      36255.60   
ROAD USE TAX FUND                 5434.99   
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND            50.05   
SS4A GRANT                        5172.50   
SUMMIT STREET PROJECT             116057.10   
WATER FUND                        10304.50   
WATER SINKING                                                                                                                                                                                        

SEWER FUND                        9822.80   
SOLID WASTE                       17051.37   
STORM WATER CONSTUCTION           65.93   
TOTAL FUNDS                       200214.84   

Funds Expenses  Revenues 

General Fund $167,925.20 $42,784.53 

Road Use  $17,310.36 $30,400.67 

Employee Benefits $17,126.19 $1,622.33 

LOST $0.00 $63,317.00 



 

  

TIF $0.00 $1,308.19 

Debt Service $600.00 $2,636.72 

Capital Projects $142,735.98 $17,379.00 

Perpetual Care 

Trust 

$0.00 $104.04 

Water $29,031.03 $44,595.20 

Sewer   $30,092.79 $97,412.32 

Solid Waste $17,743.03 $20,155.86 

Storm Water $2,000.00 $6,125.81 

Totals  $424,564.58 $327,841.67 

Beginning Balance $11,590,505.25  

Outstanding 

Liabilities 

$1,751.43  

Ending Balance  $11,495,533.77  

 

Law Enforcement Report: The Linn County Sheriff's office reported 111 calls for service between 

07/28/2025 and 08/11/2026.  The 91 required hours were met.  

Citizen Comment: None 

Public Hearing: None 

Petitions and Communications:  

The Center Point Lions presented 2 donations to Parks & Recreation. $1767.46 for Wakema Courts from 

their Fish Fry Fundraiser and $700 for the lights at Fross Park. 

Department Report: City Administrator Tritle provided Council with the review from the Linn County 

Sheriff’s office.  Linn County’s review was to establish a fair and sustainable agreement that more 

accurately reflects our community’s needs. Center Point is #1 for calls and 2nd highest in population. 

Future fiscal year contracts will reflect more accurate hours. Council agreed with the review, and that this 

was expected as the city only contracts 91 hours a month and agrees that this is still more affordable than 

even hiring one town officer.  

901 Main St has started construction; they are removing and framing portions of the building one section 

at a time.  815 Main Street has removed the remaining wall connected to MJ Dawg House.  

Tritle has asked Engineer Wicks to start working on scope of services for phase 2 of Summit Street Project. 

Discussion was held about Food Trucks in City parking lots. It would be a great addition for residents to 

have another option for food. Council agreed, and Parks and Rec will oversee this.  

September 29th there will be a work session to discuss a future Data Centers Ordinance for the City of 

Center Point.  

Public Works Director Shoop spoke to council about the Summit Street project. Things have gone very 

well with the amount of rain we have gotten. Cyber-attacks on Wastewater Treatment plants, Center Point 

is protected by EWON. JETCO has reassured us there is no threats to us. 

Fire Chief Teff talked about the fundraiser with the Legion. It was a good turn out and enjoyed working 

together. Fire is at 146 calls this year. This is slightly down from this time last year.  

Parks & Rec Director Anderson told Council multiple programs are coming to an end this month. The 

assessment of the splash pad went better than expected. About $25,000 total to fix and can be spread out 

through multiple fiscal years. The Harvest Festival will be held Oct 10th.  

City Engineer Wicks gave council an update on the Summit Street Project. 35/80 days completed and 



 

  

looking at the South end of Summit St for phase 2. 

 

New Business: 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2026-60. A resolution to approve Pay Application 

#2 to Rathje Construction in the amount of $116,057.10 for the Summit Street Water Main Improvements. 

Roll Call: 

Aye: Stuelke, Thomas, McLaughlin, Schnell, LeClere 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None 

 Absent: None 

 

M/S Stuelke/McLaughlin To approve Resolution 2026-61. A resolution to select Fehr Graham as the 

engineering firm for the Washington Street Bridge Replacement Project. 

City Administrator Tritle gave council a comparison sheet for each RFP. Schnell asked how much time is 

needed for the engineers to be on site. Kirkham Michael looks at the bridge and calculates the time of full-

time construction. He has help from a few other companies for testing. Ryan with Fehr Graham told 

council they looked back at previous projects to accurately give the RFP. They plan to be there every day, 

if not, the charge will not be charged. McLaughlin says that working with Ryan at Fehr Graham has 

always been good, so that would be her option. Shoop told council they would need a lot of support with 

day-to-day support. 2 bridges have been made in Shoop’s time with the City and he has been satisfied 

with working with Fehr Graham. Schnell asked about the biking trail and details of that on the bridge. 

Wicks with Fehr Graham described the work that would be done for that. City Administrator Tritle told 

council she is very appreciative of all proposals. The city has ventured out with another engineering firm 

for another bridge and the communication and audit were not satisfied, but all 4 proposals were from 

experienced and highly reputable engineering firms.  

Roll Call: 

Aye: LeClere, McLaughlin, Thomas, Schnell , Stuelke 

 Nay: None  

 Abstention: None 

 Absent: None 

Old Business: None 

Citizen Comment: Chris Peacock suggests reaching out to a Palo resident that owns multiple data centers 

for more information.   

Council Comment: Council member Schnell said there is going to be a conversation about Data Centers on 

TV next week and held in person at the Pickle Palace or watch on 9.2.  

Mayor’s Report: None  

 

M/S  Stuelke/McLaughlin  To adjourn the meeting at 6:31 pm. Aye: 5 Nay: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0 

 

______________________________ 

Hailey Emery, Deputy City Clerk 

_______________________ 

           Traer Morgan, Mayor 


