
ORDINANCE NO. 517 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 165 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF CENTER POINT, IOWA, RELATING TO 
SIGN REGULATIONS 

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Center Point, Iowa: 

SECTION 1. Section 165.06 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Center Point, Iowa, is 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 165.06 - Definitions 

"Signs" means any advertising device or surface out-of-doors, whether on-premises or off-premises, on 
which letters, illustrations, designs, figures, or symbols are depicted, and which conveys information or 
identification. The term "signs" shall include both display area and attached support devices. 

"Signs, off-premises" means any sign, other than a temporary sign, that advertises, promotes, or 
directs attention to a business, service, activity, event, person, product, or location not situated on the 
same lot where the sign is located, including but not limited to billboards. 

"Signs, on-premises" means any sign, other than a temporary sign, that advertises, promotes, or directs 
attention to a business, service, activity, event, person, product, or location situated on the same lot 
where the sign is located. 

"Temporary signs" means any sign that is not permanently installed or affixed to a structure or the 
ground and that is intended or designed to be displayed for a limited period. Temporary signs are 
typically constructed of lightweight or non-durable materials and may be readily removed or relocated. 
Temporary signs shall require a permit and may be displayed for a period not to exceed ninety (90) 
days. 

SECTION 2. Section 165.87(i), (j), and (k) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Center 
Point, Iowa, are amended to read as follows: 

165.87(i) - Sign Regulations Applicable to All Zoning Districts 

1. General safety and location requirements. 
A sign shall not be erected, placed, maintained, illuminated, or displayed in any manner that does any 
of the following: 

A. Impairs the vision of the driver of any motor vehicle. 

B. Obstructs the view of any highway or railroad so as to render dangerous the use of the highway. 

C. Imitates or resembles an official traffic control sign, signal, or device. 

D. Obscures or physically interferes with an official traffic control sign, signal, or device. 

E. Simulates any official directional or warning sign erected or maintained by the state, county, city, 
or other governmental subdivision, or incorporates or makes use of lights simulating or resembling 
traffic signals or control signs. 

F. Includes flashing, strobing, rotating, oscillating, revolving beams, or other similar types of light 
transmission. 



2. Prohibited locations. 

A sign shall not be posted, erected, or maintained in any of the following locations, except where 
expressly authorized for City or governmental signs, temporary signs authorized by City permit, or 
signs otherwise approved by variance when the approval does not create a safety hazard: 

A. Upon, within, projecting into, or encroaching upon any public right-of-way, except as 
specifically authorized by City permit, written City approval, or variance approval. 

B. Within a sight triangle on private property, unless otherwise approved by variance and 
determined not to create a safety hazard. 

C. Upon rocks, fences, trees, or other perennial plants, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

D. Upon poles maintained by public utilities, unless authorized by the utility and approved by the 
City. 

3. Maintenance and repair. 

All signs shall be maintained in good repair. Any damaged sign shall be repaired within thirty (30) 
days, unless otherwise approved by the City due to weather, material availability, or other good cause. 
Any unsafe sign, and any sign not repaired within thirty (30) days after damage or within any City-
approved extension, shall be removed. 

4. Nonconforming signs. 

Any sign lawfully existing prior to the effective date of this Ordinance which does not conform to the 
provisions of this chapter may continue as a legal nonconforming sign until such sign is removed, 
destroyed, or altered, subject to the following: 

A. A nonconforming sign shall not be enlarged, extended, relocated, converted to a digital or 
electronic display, or otherwise altered in any manner that increases the nonconformity, unless 
otherwise approved by variance. 

B. Routine maintenance and repair may be performed, provided such work does not increase the 
size, height, or degree of nonconformity. 

C. If a nonconforming sign is destroyed or damaged to the extent of more than fifty percent (50%) 
of its replacement value, the sign shall not be rebuilt except in conformity with the provisions of 
this chapter, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

5. Permit, review, inspections, fees, and variance relief. 

All signs requiring a permit under this chapter shall be reviewed and approved by the Zoning 
Administrator prior to installation. An application shall be submitted on a form provided by the City 
and shall include the information reasonably required by the City, including property owner 
authorization, a site plan, sign type, sign location, setbacks, dimensions, height, illumination, 
construction materials, duration of display when applicable, and any other information needed to 
determine compliance with this chapter. 

Any request requiring a variance or other relief authorized by this chapter shall be referred to the 
Board of Adjustments. 

The City may conduct an annual inspection of permitted permanent signs, including on-premises and 
off-premises signs, using City staff. The owner of the sign, or the owner of the property on which the 
sign is located, shall pay an annual inspection fee as established by resolution or fee schedule adopted 
by the City Council. 



Unless otherwise stated, numerical and dimensional sign standards in this chapter, including standards 
governing number of signs, sign area, aggregate area, height, setback, spacing, projection, clearance, 
duration, and percentage coverage, shall apply unless otherwise approved by variance. Variance 
approval shall not waive applicable state or federal requirements or allow a sign that creates a safety 
hazard. 

6. Signs exempt from permit requirement. 

The following temporary or permanent signs shall be permitted in all zoning districts without a sign 
permit, provided such signs comply with all applicable provisions of this chapter, including applicable 
size, height, location, and time limitations, unless otherwise approved by variance: 

A. Signs erected, installed, maintained, displayed, or authorized by the City of Center Point, 
including City identification, wayfinding, public notice, park, event, facility, construction, safety, 
directional, and informational signs. 

B. Official signs erected, installed, maintained, displayed, or authorized by the state, county, school 
district, public utility, or other governmental entity, including traffic control, regulatory, warning, 
directional, emergency, public notice, and public service signs. 

C. Flags, insignia, historical or memorial plaques, tablets, markers, public art, civic markers, or 
similar displays erected, installed, maintained, displayed, or authorized by the City or another 
governmental entity. 

D. Signs painted on or attached to vending machines, fuel pumps, ice machines, or similar devices, 
when limited to information customarily associated with the equipment or its operation. 

E. Window signs painted on or attached to the inside of a window, subject to any district-specific 
limitations. 

F. Fence wraps attached to perimeter fencing on an active construction site, which may remain in 
place until the earlier of the following, unless otherwise approved by variance: 

(1) Issuance of a final Certificate of Occupancy. 

(2) Twenty-four (24) months from the date of installation. 

7. Temporary signs. 

Temporary signs shall be subject to the following requirements: 

A. A temporary sign shall be valid for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days, unless otherwise 
approved by variance. 

B. Temporary signs may be located on private property, without a permit in R-1 through R-4 
zoning districts. Temporary signs may be placed in, project into, or encroach upon a public right-of-
way only with a City-issued permit or other written City approval, and only when the sign does 
not obstruct pedestrian access, accessibility routes, visibility, vehicular travel, traffic control 
devices, utilities, snow removal, street maintenance, or other public purposes. 

C. Temporary signs shall not be placed within a sight triangle or in any location that obstructs 
visibility for vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

D. Temporary signs shall be securely anchored at all times. 

E. Temporary signs shall be maintained in good repair and shall be removed upon expiration of the 
permit, when the sign becomes damaged or unsafe, or when the sign no longer advertises or 
identifies an active use, activity, event, or purpose. 



F. Temporary signs shall comply with the district-specific size and aggregate area limits set forth in 
subsection 8 of this section, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

8. Temporary sign size and aggregate area limits by zoning district. 

A. R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 districts, no single temporary sign shall exceed thirty-two (32) square feet 
in surface area, and the aggregate surface area of all temporary signs on a lot shall not exceed sixty-
four (64) square feet, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

B. A-1 district, no single temporary sign shall exceed two hundred (200) square feet in surface area, 
and the aggregate surface area of all temporary signs on a lot shall not exceed four hundred (400) 
square feet, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

C. C-1 district, temporary signs shall not obstruct pedestrian access, accessibility routes, visibility, 
or architectural features. No single temporary sign shall exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area, and 
the aggregate area of all temporary signs on business frontage shall not exceed thirty-two (32) 
square feet, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

D. C-2, M-1, and M-2 districts, no single temporary sign shall exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in 
surface area, and the aggregate surface area of all temporary signs on a parcel shall not exceed 
sixty-four (64) square feet, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

165.87(j) Sign Regulations Applicable to A-1, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, and C-1 Districts. 

1. A-1, R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 districts. 

A. Off-premises signs prohibited. 

Off-premises signs shall not be permitted in the A-1, R-1, R-2, R-3, or R-4 districts, unless otherwise 
approved by variance. This prohibition shall not apply to off-premises signage affixed to interior 
perimeter fencing or scoreboards facing inward on athletic fields, or to signs displayed by the City 
of Center Point. 

B. A-1 District on-premises signs. 

On-premises signs on lots in the A-1 district shall be subject to the following: 

(1) Not more than one (1) sign shall be permitted per frontage, unless otherwise approved by 
variance. 

(2) No single sign shall exceed three hundred (300) square feet in surface area, unless otherwise 
approved by variance. 

C. R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 district on-premises signs. 

On-premises signs on lots in the R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 districts shall be subject to the following: 

(1) Not more than two (2) signs shall be permitted per lot, unless otherwise approved by 
variance. 

(2) No sign shall exceed two (2) square feet in area, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

(3) No sign shall exceed three (3) feet in height, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

(4) Signs shall not be illuminated, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

(5) Signs shall be located on private property and shall not extend into or over any public right-
of-way, except as allowed for temporary signs with City permit or written City approval, or 
unless otherwise approved by variance. 



(6) Signs shall be set back at least five (5) feet from the public right-of-way, unless otherwise 
approved by variance. 

2. C-1 Downtown District. 

A. Purpose and intent. 

In the C-1 Downtown District, signs shall be limited in number, size, and design so as to preserve 
the traditional downtown character, reduce visual clutter, and maintain an attractive business 
district. On-premises signs shall be permitted in the C-1 District. Off-premises signs may be 
permitted in the C-1 District only with variance approval. 

B. Freestanding signs prohibited. 

No freestanding, ground, monument, or pole sign shall be permitted in the C-1 District, unless 
otherwise approved by variance. 

C. Permitted sign types. 

The following on-premises signs shall be permitted in the C-1 District. Off-premises signs may be 
permitted in the C-1 District only with variance approval. 

(1) Wall signs. 

(2) Projecting signs. 

(3) Awning or canopy signs. 

(4) Window signs. 

D. Number of signs. 

Each business frontage shall be permitted the following signs, unless otherwise approved by 
variance: 

(1) Not more than one (1) wall sign. 

(2) Not more than one (1) projecting sign or one (1) awning or canopy sign. 

(3) Window signs, as permitted by subsection 2(G) of this section. 

E. Wall signs. 

Wall signs shall be attached flat against the building and shall not extend above the roofline, 
parapet, or cornice. No wall sign shall exceed ten percent (10%) of the area of the first-floor building 
frontage occupied by the business, or thirty-two (32) square feet, whichever is less, unless otherwise 
approved by variance. 

F. Projecting signs. 

One (1) projecting sign may be permitted per business frontage, unless otherwise approved by 
variance, subject to the following: 

(1) The sign shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area, unless otherwise approved by 
variance. 

(2) The sign shall not project more than four (4) feet from the face of the building, unless 
otherwise approved by variance. 

(3) The lowest part of the sign shall be at least eight (8) feet above the sidewalk or grade below, 
unless otherwise approved by variance. 

(4) Any projection into the public right-of-way shall require City approval and shall comply 
with all applicable encroachment and safety requirements. 



G. Awning and canopy signs. 

Lettering or graphics on an awning or canopy shall be permitted, provided the sign area does not 
exceed sixteen (16) square feet per business frontage and is placed only on the awning valance or 
face, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

H. Window signs. 

Window signs shall be permitted, provided they do not cover more than twenty-five percent (25%) 
of the window area on any business frontage, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

I. Design compatibility. 

Signs in the C-1 District shall be designed to complement the building facade and surrounding 
downtown character. Signs shall not obscure significant architectural features of the building and 
shall not cover windows, cornices, trim, pilasters, or other architectural details. 

165.87(k) Sign Regulations Applicable to C-2, M-1, and M-2 Districts. 

1. General applicability. 

On-premises and off-premises signs shall be permitted in the C-2, M-1, and M-2 districts, subject to the 
requirements of this subsection and all other applicable provisions of this chapter, unless otherwise 
approved by variance. 

2. Permanent freestanding signs. 

Permanent freestanding signs in the C-2, M-1, and M-2 districts shall be subject to the following: 

A. Not more than one (1) permanent freestanding sign shall be permitted per parcel, unless 
otherwise approved by variance. 

B. No freestanding sign, whether on-premises or off-premises, shall exceed one hundred (100) 
square feet in surface area per sign face, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

C. No freestanding sign, whether on-premises or off-premises, shall exceed fifteen (15) feet in 
height, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

3. Off-premises signs. 

Off-premises signs in the C-2, M-1, and M-2 districts shall be subject to the following: 

A. Off-premises signs shall be spaced a minimum of one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet from 
any other off-premises sign based on the pole, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

B. Off-premises signs shall comply with the setback requirements of the zoning district in which 
they are located, unless otherwise approved by variance. 

C. Other bulk regulations shall not apply unless specifically provided in this chapter. 

D. Off-premises signs shall comply with all applicable state and federal regulations where such 
regulations apply. 

4. Permit requirement. 

All signs requiring a permit under this chapter shall be reviewed and approved in accordance with 
subsection 165.87(i)(5). 

WHEN EFFECTIVE. This ordinance shall be in effect after its final passage, approval, and 
publication as provided by law. 

Section 2. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication as by law. 



 
Passed and approved of this  _________ day of _________, 2026.       
                    

1st Reading -7/14/2026 2nd Reading  - 07/28/2026 3rd Reading –  08/11/2026 

M/S    M/S   M/S   
Aye:   Aye:   Aye:   

Nay:    Nay:   Nay:   
Abstention:   Abstention:   Abstention:   
Absent:   Absent:  Absent:   

M/S     
 Roll Call: 
  Aye:    
  Nay:        
  Absent:    
  Abstention:       

____________________________________ 
      Traer Morgan, Mayor   

ATTEST: 
 
_______________________ 
Sarah Tritle, City Administrator 

Passed and approved by the City Council of the City of Center Point, Iowa, this ____ day of 
__________, 2026. 

__________________________________ 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 

__________________________________ 
City Clerk 


